
Revealed, Recognized, and Ignored 

Luke 2:21-39 

 As we continue our study through Luke 2, we get to a very interesting 

passage where we are told about some events in the first 40 days of Jesus’ life. We 

may not give much thought to these verses, but much is revealed here about Jesus. 

As we consider these verses together this morning we will see Christ revealed, 

Christ recognized, and Christ ignored. 

I. Christ was made under the law and submitted to it (v. 21-24). 

 In verse 21 we are told that Jesus was circumcised. Verse 21 says, “And 

when 8 days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was 

called Jesus.” This is the only mention we have in the Gospels of Jesus’ 

circumcision. And even here, it almost seems as if it is only mentioned in passing 

as it is connected with him receiving the name “Jesus,” that name the angel had 

revealed to Mary and Joseph. But this is a very significant event in the life of 

Jesus. 

 Circumcision was instituted by God in Genesis 17 as a sign of His covenant 

with Abraham. It was a physical sign that marked those who were a part of the 

covenant community. In Genesis 17:12 God commanded that this ceremony of 



circumcision was to be performed on the eighth day. This command is repeated for 

the children of Israel in Leviticus 12.  

 This was an extremely important ceremony for the Jewish people and it was 

strictly obeyed by Jews who were concerned about honoring the Lord. We saw this 

earlier in the book of Luke, in chapter 1, verse 59 when John the Baptist was 

circumcised. Paul lists “circumcision on the eighth day” in Philippians 3 where he 

is arguing that if anyone could have had confidence in the flesh, it would have been 

him. That’s how important this ceremony was to the Jewish people. It marked them 

as God’s covenant people. And so here we see, in Luke 2:21, Mary and Joseph, as 

spiritually-minded people seeking to honor the Lord, had Jesus circumcised on the 

eighth day. But more than bare symbolism, the circumcision of Jesus Christ had 

profound bearing on His work as Savior.  

 Circumcision carried with it the responsibility to fulfill the law. Galatians 

5:3, “For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do 

the whole law.” Circumcision symbolized that you were a debtor to the law, to 

obey its demands. Jesus Christ, by being circumcised, set Himself under the law to 

and was obligated to obey it. Why did Jesus do this? Galatians 4:4-5 says, “But 

when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, 

made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might 

receive the adoption of sons.” 



 The Law was a burden that we could not bear, but Jesus came and bore that 

burden for us. The obedience of Jesus Christ was a redeeming obedience. 

 In this ceremony of circumcision we also see Christ’s first recorded 

obedience to the deeds law. Circumcision is a painful operation. It requires the 

shedding of blood. Remember what Zipporah said to Moses in Exodus 4:26, “A 

bloody husband thou art, because of the circumcision.” 

 In the circumcision of Jesus Christ we see our first glimpse of how far He 

would go in His obedience. He would shed His blood to fulfill the law. Here He 

shed drops of blood to fulfill the law of circumcision. Upon the cross he would 

shed streams of blood to meet the full demands of God’s law. In His circumcision 

we see Christ’s willingness to be “obedient unto death, even the death of the cross” 

(Philippians 2:8). 

 Finally, circumcision shows that man is a stranger in relation to God because 

of sin and needs to enter into a covenant relationship with God.  Circumcision was 

instituted and carried out as a spiritual symbol, because of sin. Jesus Christ had no 

sin. He was the only-begotten beloved Son of God. He was born of a virgin and did 

not inherit Adam’s sin nature. Yet He humbled himself and came, as Romans 8:3 

tells us, “in the likeness of sinful flesh.” Not merely in the “likeness of flesh.” But 

in the “likeness of sinful flesh.” This is why He was circumcised. Not because He 

was sinful, but because He came to redeem us from our sin. 



 According to the Jewish custom, on the day He was circumcised He was 

also given His name. Verse 21 tells us: “His name was called Jesus, which was so 

named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb.” Note that this was not a 

name given to Him by chance or through the will of men. God had revealed this 

name through an angel. The angel said to Mary in Luke 1:31, “And, behold, thou 

shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.” 

Mary and Joseph were submitting to the revealed will of God when they named 

this child, “Jesus.” And here again we see this pattern of active faith: they believed 

God, and so they obeyed God. Belief and obedience go hand-in-hand. 

 The name “Jesus” is the Greek form of the Hebrew name “Joshua.” The 

name means “Jehovah is salvation” or “Jehovah is the Savior.” 

 Consider this name: Jesus. Savior. We should be amazed that Jesus was 

named, not with reference to His Glory as the divine Son of God, but with 

reference to His ministry as the Savior sent by God to save His people from their 

sin. Salvation comes through Jesus, and thus He was named “Jesus.” 

 In verses 22-24 we see Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple. Verse 

22 says, “And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses 

were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord.” At 

this point Jesus would have been 40 days old. 40 days is the period of time the 

Mosaic Law specifies for purification after the birth of a boy (Leviticus 12:4). 



After this period of 40 days has passed, Mary and Joseph went to the temple. They 

went to the temple for two reasons. 

 First, Mary and Joseph went to the temple to offer the sacrifice for Mary’s 

purification. Why was this purification necessary? The law says that act of giving 

birth makes the woman unclean. Leviticus 12:2b, “If a woman have conceived 

seed, and born a man child: then she shall be unclean seven days.” This was not 

merely a legal designation that governed the actions of the Israelites as a nation. 

But this was a spiritual designation that demonstrates the reality of our sin nature. 

 We are by nature the children of wrath (Ephesians 2:3). As the child comes 

from its mother unclean and polluted, so the mother herself was defiled, made 

ceremonially unclean, by childbearing. The law of God, in every facet, gives 

testimony to the sin nature of man. We do not become sinners at some point in our 

lives. We are born sinners, born with a sin nature. This is why the law required 

purification for new mothers. 

 But we may wonder, “Why is Mary doing this?” She had no need for this 

symbolic purification. Jesus had no sin nature and thus Mary was not defiled by 

His birth. So why did Mary go through with this process of purification? 

 Here again we see Jesus fulfilling the whole law. He was “made in the 

likeness of sinful flesh” (Romans 8:3). As our Savior, He submitted to the law in 

every point. 



 The Mosaic law said they were to offer a yearling lamb and a dove 

(Leviticus 12:6). If you were unable to afford a lamb, the law made provision for 

you to offer two doves instead (Leviticus 12:8). Verse 24 tells us Mary and Joseph 

offered two doves, showing us that they were too poor to afford a lamb. See here. 

again, the humility of our Lord. Not only did the Creator God leave His exalted 

place in heaven and enter His creation as a man, but He was born into humble 

circumstances. Again, we should be in awe and amazed that this is how God chose 

to send us His Son. I’m reminded of Isaiah 55:8, “For my thoughts are not your 

thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.” 

 Second, Mary and Joseph went to the temple to present Jesus to the Lord.  

The end of verse 22 and verse 23 says, “They brought him to Jerusalem to present 

him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who opens the 

womb shall be called holy to the Lord.”)  

 The presentation of first-born sons to the Lord was to be a reminder to the 

Israelites of God’s mighty hand in delivering them from Egypt. Numbers 3:13 God 

says, “Because all the firstborn are mine; for on the day that I smote all the 

firstborn in the land of Egypt I hallowed unto me all the firstborn in Israel, both 

man and beast: mine shall they be: I am the Lord.” 

 The tribe of Levi, when they were selected for sacred duties, took the place 

of these first-born sons in service to the Lord. In Numbers 3:12 God  says, “I have 

taken the Levites from among the children of Israel instead of all the firstborn.” 



The firstborn of the tribes of Israel were then redeemed at a presentation ceremony 

at the temple. This is all laid out in great detail in the books of the law. 

 As devout Jews, Mary and Joseph obeyed the law God had given and 

presented Jesus before the Lord in the temple.  In this ceremony of dedication, they 

remembered God’s deliverance from Egypt, His right over them as their Deliverer, 

and His gracious provision of a substitute to take their place. 

 As we consider this, we ought to be reminded of the ministry of Jesus Christ. 

As God showed Himself mighty in delivering the Israelites from bondage in Egypt, 

so has He shown Himself mighty in delivering us from bondage to sin.  Just as God 

had every right to the firstborn of Israel as their deliverer, so He has every right 

over us as our deliverer. As the Levites stood in as a substitute for the firstborn in 

Israel, so Jesus Christ, as a superior priest, stands in as our substitute before God. 

And so, in verses 22-24 we see that Mary and Joseph brought the baby Jesus to the 

temple in accordance with the Law of God. 

 So far from our text this morning we have seen Jesus Christ, made under the 

law and submitting to the law. In circumcision, in Mary’s purification, and in the 

presentation of Jesus at the temple there is great revelation for us to meditate on 

concerning the person and work of Jesus Christ. As we continue studying this 

passage, we next see the testimony of Simeon and Anna. 



II. The Testimony of Simeon and Anna about the person and work of Christ 

(v. 25-39). 

 Simeon and Anna are minor Bible characters. These few verses are the only 

place they appear in Scripture. Yet in their testimonies, much is revealed about 

Jesus. Matthew Henry commented, “Even when he humbles himself, still Christ 

has honour done him to balance the offense of it. That we might not be stumbled at 

the meanness of his birth, angels then did him honor; and now, that we may not be 

offended at his being presented in the temple, like other children born in sin . . . 

Simeon and Anna now do him honor, by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost.”  1

 First, let’s consider the testimony of Simeon. Who was Simeon? Verse 25 

tells us that he was a faithful Jew in Jerusalem. In the midst of great apostasy, 

Simeon was faithful. He knew the Lord. He walked with the Lord. He served the 

Lord. He was part of the remnant God had preserved. He was just and devout. This 

was an expression used to speak of someone’s character before both tables of 

God’s law. He was just, he was righteous before his fellowman. And he was 

devout, he was righteous before God. 

 He was waiting for the Messiah, here referred to as the “consolation of 

Israel.” Because this is commended in the life of Simeon, we can conclude that this 

was not common among the people of that time. There were few in that time, who 

 Matthew Henry’s commentary on this passage.1



actually cherished in their hearts the hope of redemption. Certainly many were 

looking, hoping for a messiah, but their hope was for a physical, temporal 

kingdom. Simeon looked for the Messiah with eyes of faith, awaiting the 

redemption God had promised. 

 And finally, verse 25 tells us the Holy Spirit was upon him. This is 

evidenced by the events of this chapter. The Holy Spirit led Simeon to the temple 

on the day Jesus was brought there. And the Holy Spirit moved him to prophecy 

over Jesus, the Messiah. 

 In verse 26 we are told that God had made a special promise to Simeon. It 

had been revealed to Simeon by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had 

seen the Lord’s Christ, the Messiah. What a precious promise that was for Simeon! 

Like the prophets of old, he searched diligently for what time or in what manner 

the Messiah would come (I Peter 1:10). And God had given Simeon a promise the 

prophets of old never had: Simeon would see the Messiah before he died. Not 

merely with eyes of faith, for Simeon already looked to the Messiah with eyes of 

faith, but with eyes of flesh, he would see his Lord. Once Simeon saw the Messiah, 

he could die in peace, God’s promise having been fulfilled. 

 There’s a lesson for us here. Only those who have seen the Messiah can face 

death with courage and confidence. Once we see the Messiah with eyes of faith, 

we do not need to fear death. The glory of the Savior is so great that it completely 

overcomes the gloom of death. Once we look to Jesus as our Messiah with eyes of 



faith, we see death as a defeated foe. When we are resting in the finished work of 

Jesus Christ for salvation we can join the apostle Paul in that beautiful confession 

found in I Corinthians 15:54-57, “Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where 

is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the 

strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 

through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 In verse 27 we are told that Simeon came to the temple “by the Spirit.” It 

was no happy accident that Simeon was at the temple that day. God was working in 

all these events for His glory and our good. The Holy Spirit led Simeon to be there 

and see the Messiah, so that God’s promise to him might be fulfilled and so that 

believers of every age could be encouraged and instructed by his testimony about 

Jesus. This passage goes on to tell us what happened when Simeon saw Jesus. 

 Simeon took Jesus in his arms and blessed God (v. 27b-28). When Mary and 

Joseph brought Jesus into the temple, Simeon recognized Him as the Messiah. 

Who did Simeon see? A royal prince, rich and powerful? A mighty general, strong 

and victorious? An astute politician, well-connected and influential? No. Simeon 

saw the baby Jesus. 

 He saw God incarnate as a humble, helpless baby. The Holy Spirit revealed 

to Simeon that this baby was the Messiah he had so longed to see. With eyes of 

flesh, Simeon saw a baby. With eyes of faith, Simeon saw his Savior, Christ the 

Lord. 



 Then Simeon had a privilege afforded to very few: He took Jesus up in his 

arms and blessed God. Have you ever held a newborn baby? Nearly all of us have 

had that experience. It’s an incredible feeling to hold a newborn baby. Especially if 

that baby is your child or grandchild. This is a baby you have waited for. This is a 

baby you have longed to see. It is a precious privilege to hold that child in your 

arms. 

 How much greater that must have been for Simeon. Simeon had the 

awesome privilege of holding the newborn Savior. The Messiah he had longed to 

see. The Messiah God had promised he would see. That Messiah he held in his 

arms. 

 Now consider what Simeon said while holding Jesus. He blessed God (v. 

28). He rejoiced that God’s promise had been fulfilled (v. 29). Simeon was ready to 

die. We often think of Simeon being an old man, kept alive only by the promise of 

God and after he saw the baby his death was imminent, but that’s not necessarily 

the case. 

 When Simeon says to God that he is ready to die, it doesn’t necessarily mean 

that he is old, but rather that he is at peace. He has reached the summit of all his 

hopes and wishes. God’s Word has been fulfilled. God kept His promise! God did 

what He said He would do. Simeon has seen the Messiah according to the promise 

God gave him, and he rejoiced in this and praised God. Now Simeon can die in 

peace, according to the Word of the Lord, because he has seen the Messiah. 



 Note that the godly have comfort and peace, even in death. While we are on 

this earth, we are the servants of God. We are to be busy in the Lord’s Work during 

our appointed time here on earth. But when we die, we depart from this place of 

toil and we enter place of rest. And like Simeon, all believers can have confidence 

and comfort in the hour of death because we have seen Christ. Jesus Christ doesn’t 

just take away the terror of death, but He makes death a gain for us. Philippians 

1:21, “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” Those who have welcomed 

Christ can face death as a defeated foe who we do not need to feared. Death holds 

terror for the lost. But those who have seen Christ with eyes of faith can say with 

Simeon, “Now I can die in peace.” 

 In verse 30 that Simeon says, “Mine eyes have seen thy salvation.” Again, 

what did Simeon see? He did not see Jesus die on the cross. He did not see the 

resurrected Lord. He saw Jesus as a baby in the temple. Simeon’s faith had long 

been fixed on the Messiah promised by God. But now, with eyes of flesh, he sees 

the Messiah, the God Man, Christ incarnate. With eyes of flesh Simeon looks upon 

God in the flesh and he testifies, “I have seen salvation.” 

 Jesus is rightly called “salvation” because the salvation of God's elect was 

put into his hands, and he undertook it, to accomplish the work.   

 Jesus is called “salvation” because He is the author of salvation. He fulfilled 

His engagements. He has accomplished what He promised to do.  



 Jesus is called “salvation” because salvation is in him. Salvation can only be 

found in Him. All that are saved are saved in Him.  

 He is called "God's salvation" because He is a Savior of God’s choosing, of 

God’s calling, and of God’s constituting. God promised Jesus in the Old Testament. 

And in the fulness of time God sent Jesus “Made of a woman, made under the law, 

to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of 

sons.” (Galatians 4:4b-5)  2

 While holding Jesus Simeon says in prayer, in praise, in worship to God, 

“Mine eyes have seen thy salvation.” 

 Next, Simeon rejoices in the salvation God has provided (v. 31-32). Why did 

Simeon rejoice? Not because he held a baby, but because this baby was the 

Messiah, the one who would provide salvation. The one through whom sinful man 

can have peace with the Holy God. It was the cross, not the manger, that was the 

focus of Simeon’s rejoicing. 

 Simeon said in verse 31 that God’s salvation was “prepared before the face 

of all people.” Salvation was prepared by God. God didn’t stumble into this. This 

wasn’t plan B for God. God didn’t figuring this out on the fly. Jesus Christ being 

born as a man to die for our sins upon the cross was the salvation God had 

prepared from before the foundation of the world. 

 These points are adapted from John Gill’s commentary.2



 This salvation is “before … all people.” Jesus isn’t just a Savior for the 

Jewish people. In Jesus the Promise God made to Abraham in Genesis 12:3 is kept: 

“In thee shall all nations of the earth be blessed.” Jesus is revealed as the Savior of 

the world. 

 Simeon goes on in verse 32 and says, “A light to lighten the Gentiles.” Up to 

this point it was the Jewish people who had received the promises of God and the 

written revelation of God’s will. But Jesus would bring the light of revelation to the 

Gentiles. 

 At the end of verse 32 Simeon calls Jesus: “the glory of Israel.” The 

Israelites were blessed by God above all other people on the earth. They had God’s 

blessings. They had God’s promises. They had God’s revelation. But none of these 

things were the glory of Israel. The glory of Israel was the promised Messiah. Not 

an earthly prince. Not a conquering general. Not a political champion. But a Savior 

sent to save his people from their sins (Matthew 1:21). 

 In verse 33 we are told how Mary and Joseph responded to what Simeon has 

said (read v. 33). They “marveled” at the things Simeon had said. The actual 

content of Simeon’s testimony so far, though wonderful, was not necessarily new 

to Mary and Joseph. As believers, they would have been familiar with the Old 

Testament predictions about the Messiah. Through the revelation God had given 

them through angels, Zacharias, Elisabeth, and the shepherds, Mary and Joseph 

already believed that this child, Jesus, was the Messiah. But they marveled at the 



testimony of Simeon. He was a stranger to them and to the child. He did not know 

through angelic revelation what Mary and Joseph knew. Mary and Joseph had not 

told him what they knew. This had been revealed to Simeon by the Holy Spirit, and 

Mary and Joseph marveled. 

 In verses 34 and 35 Simeon goes on to bless them speaks prophetically to 

Mary about the ministry of Jesus (Read v. 34-35). Simeon’s prophecy contains four 

parts. 

 First, Simeon said “The child is set for the fall and rising again of many in 

Israel.” Jesus Christ, the crucified Messiah, was a stumbling block to the Jews. I 

Corinthians 1:23 says, “But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling 

block, and unto the Greeks foolishness.” This was not the Messiah the masses 

longed to see. The thought that the Messiah, the consolation of Israel, their Savior, 

would speak against their religious system offended them. The thought that He 

would die on a cross was unthinkable. To accept Jesus as Messiah would require 

the Jews to fall from their lofty heights of self-righteousness and acknowledge that 

they needed a savior to deliver them from sin. The apostle Peter wrote in I Peter 

2:7b-8, “But unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders 

disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, And a stone of stumbling, and 

a rock of offense, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: 

whereunto also they were appointed.” For some, Christ would be a stumbling 

block. 



 Yet this same Jesus, who would cause the fall of many in Israel, would also 

raise many again. Those who are humbled by Christ, those who lose all confidence 

in themselves, those who trust in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

they will be exalted by Christ. In I Peter 2:7a, the same passage we read from just a 

moment ago where Christ was revealed to be a stone of stumbling to those who 

reject Him, Peter also wrote to believers: “Unto you therefore which believe, he is 

precious.” 

 Second, Simeon said, “The child is … a sign which shall be spoken against.” 

The very presence of Jesus Christ, God-in-flesh, on the earth was a tremendous 

rebuke to sin and ungodliness. How bad is sin? It is worse than we have capacity to 

understand. It is so bad that the only one who could pay the price for sin was God 

Himself. 

 Why was Jesus born? Not to show us an example of a good life. Not to be 

the supreme example of love. Not to have a teaching and preaching ministry. Not 

to do miracles. He did all these  things, but this was not the ultimate reason He was 

born. 

 He came to to fulfill the law and lay his life down on the cross for our sins. 

The issue was sin! Christ’s presence on the earth in human for was a rebuke of sin. 

 As such, Jesus brought out the the bitter animosity of the human heart. Jesus 

revealed the hatred of God that exists within us, in our sin nature. Not everyone 

was like Simeon. Very few Jews in Jesus day were looking for a Savior from sin. 



Jesus Christ would know the sting of rejection and hatred. Simeon warned Mary 

that Jesus would be spoke against. 

 Third, Simeon prophesied Mary’s pain. On one hand, Mary was, as the angel 

said in Luke 1:28, “highly blessed and favored.” She was the mother of the 

Messiah. She bore the Savior of the World. She spent 33 years with the Lord here 

on earth, more than anyone else. 

 Yet Mary would also experience great pain as the mother of Jesus. This pain 

would reach its greatest intensity at the cross, where Mary stood and watched as 

Jesus died. Matthew Henry writes, “When he was abused, it was a sword in her 

bones. When she stood by his cross, and saw him dying, we may well think her 

inward grief was such that it might truly be said, A sword pierced through her soul, 

it cut her to the heart.” 

 Finally, Simeon said the child would reveal the thoughts of many hearts. 

Jesus Christ would lay bare the self-righteous hearts of the Pharisees. He would 

reveal the corrupt and greedy hearts of the Sadducees. He would expose the 

worthless philosophy of the Gentiles. But as His life burned, like a torch casting its 

light into the dark corners of men’s hearts, there were some who truly understood 

themselves for the first time. They saw their sin, they recognized Christ’s 

righteousness, and they turned to Jesus Christ. They forsook their sin and trusted in 

Christ. Peter left his nets and followed Christ. Matthew left his table where he 

collected taxes and followed Christ. Zaccheaus climbed down from his tree, made 



restitution, and followed Christ. The Samaritan woman left her water jug at the 

well and went and told her neighbors that she had met the Messiah. And we could 

go on and on. How we respond to Jesus Christ reveals the inward motives and 

affections of our hearts. 

 Now in the middle of this scene in the temple, we have another character 

enter. Simeon is there with Jesus and Mary and Joseph. Simeon has been moved by 

the Holy Spirit to be there, to see the Messiah, and prophesy about this child and 

the ministry He would have. And as soon as Simeon is done speaking, Anna comes 

up to them and also testifies about Jesus. 

 First, verse 36 tells us who she was. She is called a prophetess. The Holy 

Spirit was upon her. She may have had a teaching ministry there in the temple for 

women in the outer court. 

 Next we are told she is the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser (Asher). 

It may have been that this was a man of some importance who was remembered at 

the time when this was written, but if that is the case, his significance has been lost 

to us. His name means “face of God,” and here Anna sees the face of God 

incarnate. 

 And finally, this verse tells us that she was very old. The same words are 

used here to describe Anna as were used in Luke 1 to describe Elisabeth. Verse 36 

and the first part of verse 37 give us  some more details about her life and age. She 



was at least 84 years old, but she may have been over 100 years old based on this 

description. 

 Verse 37 also gives us more details about her ministry. She stayed at the 

temple. Some provision had been made for her and she was always there. This may 

mean that she was always there and some provision had been made for her to live 

there in one of the courts or porches that had been built unto the temple. Or it may 

just be that she was so constantly present there out of devotion that it was if she 

lived there. Either way, she was a well-known person there, at the temple, at the 

time of the events in this chapter. 

 She served God there, with prayers and fasting, day and night. The Pharisees 

and other  very religious Jews of that time prayed and fasted very often, but as you 

study the gospels you find that they prayed and fasted in service to themselves. 

Anna was a true worshipper. She served God in her prayers and fasting. 

 Verse 38 tells us what part she played in the events of this chapter. Coming 

at that instant, apparently when Simeon had finished his prophetic testimony about 

Jesus, Anna also gave thanks unto the Lord. Those who know the Lord have reason 

to give thanks. As we see Simeon and Anna thank God in this chapter, we should 

be moved to join them in thanksgiving and praise. Anna’s testimony also meant 

that two well-known, reputable witnesses agreed in their testimony about Jesus.  

 And finally in verse 38 we see that Anna brought this good news to others. 

All those Anna met who were looking for redemption, who were looking for the 



promised Messiah, she told of Jesus. And in this, too, Anna is an example for us. 

May we be faithful in carrying the good news of Jesus Christ to those around us. 

 Verse 39 will serve as a conclusion for us this morning. When the process of 

purification had been completed at the temple in Jerusalem Mary, Joseph, and 

Jesus returned, eventually, to Nazareth in Galilee. And there Jesus would live until 

he began his public ministry many years later. 

 Consider all that has been said here about Jesus: Who He is, what His 

ministry will be, what He will accomplish, how He will be received. But what 

happens?  

 The work in the temple doesn’t come to a stop.  

 The business in this holy city, Jerusalem, doesn’t grind to a halt as people 

throng around the Messiah.  

 Remember when the wise men entered Jerusalem in Matthew 2:3 we are told 

that all Jerusalem was troubled. But Jerusalem is not bothered by the events in this 

chapter. 

 Simeon and Anna testify of Christ and worship God, but we have no record 

of anyone else who worshipped at this revelation that the Messiah was there. 

 The world was busy with their own cares and concerns. Jesus was there in 

the temple that day, but nearly everyone who was there went home completely 

unchanged. They heard incredible revelation, but it had no affect on them.  



 What is our response to the revelation of Jesus Christ as the Messiah? Will 

we go home unchanged and go back to our busy lives as if nothing happened. Or 

will we join Simeon and Anna, first in worship for the salvation God has provided 

through Jesus Christ, and then will we faithfully carry this good news to others?


