
Let Us Go and See and Our Savior 

Luke 2:15-20 

 At the beginning of Luke 2 we see the humble circumstances of Christ’s 

birth. In verses 8-14 we read of the angel who brought revelation of the birth of 

Christ to shepherds in the hills outside of  Bethlehem and then we read of the 

angelic choir which appeared and worshipped God. As we continue on through this 

chapter, the next thing we see is how the Shepherds responded to this revelation 

from God. They went to see this holy child and they glorified and praised God for 

what they had heard and seen. 

 The very first people who came to see the Messiah, the very first people who 

glorified and praised God because of the birth of Jesus Christ, were shepherds. 

Lowly, unimportant, every-day, unknown shepherds. Scripture doesn’t even give us 

their names, but what an example they are for us of faith. They acted on the 

revelation God gave them, they shared the good news of Jesus Christ with others, 

and ultimately, they worshipped God. And for this purpose, we were created. 



I. The Shepherds Responded in Faith to God’s Revelation (v. 15-16) 

 The shepherds spoke to one another about God’s revelation (read v. 15). 

They exhorted one another. They had received God’s revelation as a group, they 

discussed it as a group, and they acted on it as a group.  

 In this, the shepherds are an example for us. It is possible for you to walk 

with the Lord in obedience, even if you are all alone. If the Lord puts you in a 

position where no-one around you is Godly, where no-one around you cares about 

the things of the Lord, where no-one around you will walk in obedience to the 

Lord, He can still give you the strength to obey and honor Him. The Christian who 

is alone in the world can still stand for the Lord and faithfully be salt and light 

where God has placed him. But God in His wisdom, His goodness, His mercy, has 

designed the Christian life to be lived with other believers. When we are joined to 

Christ in salvation, we are joined to His body, the church. And just like these 

shepherds exhorted and encouraged one another concerning the revelation they had 

received, so should we exhort and encourage one another within the body of 

Christ. We should not only attend to our duty as individuals, but we should also 

exhort and encourage one another as a body. 

 The shepherds’ discussion focused on the revelation they had received.  

Their discussion reveals a beautiful simplicity and devoutness of faith. The angel 

of the Lord had just appeared to them, but their discussion is not about the angel. A 



great multitude of angels had appeared before them and worshipped God, but their 

discussion was not about this angelic choir. The glory of the Lord had just 

illuminated the hills around them, lighting up the night, but their discussion was 

not about this light. As far as we know from what is recorded in Scripture, they did 

not even mention these things. The topic of their discussion was the revelation God 

had given them. This was their focus. This is what they were interested in. This is 

what they were concerned about. 

 Here again, the shepherds are an example for us. So often we get distracted 

by lesser things. We give our attention to events and to people and to all manner of 

things that are passing away and we neglect the revelation we have received from 

God. We can all learn form these simple shepherds and the focus they had on the 

revelation they received from God. 

 We see from their discussion that they recognized this revelation came from 

God. The shepherds speak of this revelation “which the Lord hath made known 

unto us.” It was not the voice of God that brought this revelation to them, but the 

voice of an angel. Yet they recognized this angel as a messenger from God.  As a 

messenger from God the angel spoke not with his own authority, but with God’s 

authority. May this reminded us not to give undo attention to the messengers of 

God, but to God Himself. Whenever we open the Bible, whether it is in personal 

study or corporate worship, our focus should not the on the messenger, but on the 

message from God to us through His Word. 



 Notice also that the shepherds spoke of God’s revelation as settled truth. 

They say, “Let us go . . . and see this thing which is come to pass.” They have no 

misgivings. They don’t say, “Let us go and see if this thing is true,” as if they 

needed to see the sign before they would believe. They speak with assurance, “Let 

us go . . . and see this thing.”  

 They were compelled to go by their belief. They believed the Word of God 

and so they acted on the Word of God. A true faith is an active faith. The shepherds 

don’t just talk. They actually act on the revelation they had received. We see that in 

verse 16. 

 The shepherds acted on God’s revelation (v. 16). They went with haste. They 

didn’t set their affairs in order, find someone to watch over their sheep, and then go 

to Bethlehem. They didn’t say, “Ah, what wonderful revelation we have received! 

We will act on it tomorrow when it is more convenient for us.” No, they went with 

haste, with speed, to search out this thing God had revealed to them. 

 Here again, these humble shepherds are a wonderful example for us. How 

often do we receive revelation from God through His Word and we say, “That’s 

good, that’s important, I should do something about that; but I am going to wait 

until it is more convenient before I take action.” 

 Maybe you are here this morning and you are not a Christian. You know the 

gospel, you have heard the good news of Jesus Christ. But you think, “I have many 



more years left in my life. I will put off repenting until it is more convenient. I will 

enjoy my sin a little longer.” 

 Don’t be so presumptuous.  If you will not repent today why do you think 

you will repent later, when you are further hardened in sin?  Why do you think you 

can give your best years to sin and give the dredges of your life to God? Follow the 

example of the shepherds and make haste to come to Christ. 

 Maybe you are a Christian and you have recently been convicted of some sin 

from the word of God. You know that you are doing something that you ought not 

to do, or you are not doing something you should do. Don’t be the forgetful hearer 

of the Word of God that is described in James 1. Someone who hears the Word of 

God, is convicted, but then walks away and forgets. 

 No! Be ye doers. Follow the example of these shepherds and make haste to 

act on the revelation God has given you. Lay aside every weight.  If there is 

anything that is keeping you from obeying God’s revelation, throw that thing 

overboard.  It is worse than worthless if it keeps you from obeying the revealed 

will of God. Follow the example of these shepherds, and make haste to act on 

God’s revelation. 

 The shepherds diligently searched for the sign the angel had given them. As 

far as we know, all the angel told them was “Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 

swaddling clothes, lying in a manger” (Luke 2:12). Remember, this happened at 

night, it’s dark. I don’t know how many mangers there were in Bethlehem, 



presumably, many. I don’t know how long the shepherds had to search until they 

found the sign which had been given to them. But I do know this, they didn’t given 

up. They searched until they found the baby lying in a manger. God had given 

them this sign and they sought it until they found it. 

 Again, what an example these shepherds are for us. The Word of God is full 

of promises for believers. Put your hands to the plow and don’t look back (Luke 

9:62). Be diligent in searching, in laboring, in walking in obedience until you find 

that which God has promised. The shepherds searched, and they were rewarded. 

 They found the baby lying in a manger, just like God had told them. Who 

were the shepherds looking for? What had the angel told them? 

 Look back to verse 11, “Unto you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”  A Savior. Christ. The Lord. They went to 

Bethlehem to see the Messiah. 

 And what did they find? A newborn baby lying in a manger. It was just as 

the angel told them in verse 12, “Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 

clothes, lying in a manger.” 

 Maybe this is why God sent the angels to announce the birth of Jesus to 

shepherds. They were men of faith who likely lived in poverty and humility. And 

as such, the poor and humble circumstances in which they found Christ the Lord 

was not a shock to their faith. 



 One commentator wrote, “The glory of God was so fully before their eyes, 

and reverence for his Word was so deeply impressed upon their minds, that the 

elevation of their faith easily rose above all that appeared mean or despicable in 

Christ.”  1

 They did not see the baby in a manger merely with eyes of flesh, but they 

saw their Messiah, Christ the Lord, with eyes of faith. 

 What did the shepherds do while they were there with Mary and Joseph and 

the newborn baby Jesus? Scripture is silent on this point. We are given no details of 

what the shepherds did or said while they were there. It’s reasonable to think that 

the shepherds told Mary and Joseph why they had come: “Angels appeared to us 

and told us that the Messiah was born in Bethlehem and that we would find Him 

wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” Maybe Mary and Joseph shared 

with them the revelation they had received from God. But we don’t know. 

Scripture doesn’t tell us what the shepherds did while they were at the manger. But 

we are told what they did next. In verses 17-19 we read of how the shepherds 

testified about Christ to others. 

 John Calvin commenting on v. 16.1



II. The shepherds testified about Christ to others (v. 17-19). 

 The shepherds made known what they had seen and heard. This was 

immediate. Verse 17 says, “When they had seen it, they made known abroad.” 

They didn’t wait. They didn’t say, “Well, he’s just a baby. Let’s wait and see how 

things work out.”  

 They didn’t say, “This is incredible, but maybe we should keep it to 

ourselves. People might think we are crazy if we told them what has happened to 

us tonight.” 

 No. They went immediately from seeing Jesus in the manger to telling others 

what had been revealed to them about this baby. 

 And who did the shepherds tell? Verse 17 says they made known “abroad.” 

They were indiscriminate in sharing this message. I imagine these shepherds, 

bursting with the revelation they had received, told anyone they met. 

 They had good news to share! incredible news! Christ the Savior had been 

born that day in Bethlehem. Angels had revealed this to them. They had seen Him 

with their own eyes. And although all they had seen was a baby, wrapped in 

swaddling clothes, lying in a manger, their faith was steadfastly fixed on the Word 

of God, and so they went with boldness and made know abroad what they had been 

revealed to them about this child. 



 These shepherds put us to shame. How much greater is the revelation we 

have received about Jesus Christ? We know Him not just as a baby in a manger, 

but as the crucified, risen, ascended, reigning, and returning Savior. Who have we 

told? May we follow the example of these shepherds and make known abroad what 

God has revealed to us. 

 I also want us to consider the response we see in this passage from those 

who heard the shepherds testify (v. 18). People actually heard the shepherds. They 

didn’t just run through the streets of Bethlehem shouting about Jesus. They didn’t 

return to their sheep in the fields and make known there what they had received 

from God. No, they actually told people. 

 People also heard in the sense that they understood what the shepherds said. 

The shepherds were clear and articulate in sharing what God had given them. They 

did not come across as mad-men. They were not raving. The shepherds shared 

what God had revealed to them and people heard and understood what they said. 

Now consider how these people responded. 

 Verse 18 tells us they “wondered” at what the shepherds told them. By itself, 

this word “wondered” is a good word. Other places in Scripture this word is 

translated as “marvel.” It is good to be in awe, to wonder, to marvel at the 

revelation of God. But that it the only response we have recorded: they heard and 

they wondered, but as far as we know, they did nothing. 



 No record is given here or anywhere else in Scripture of anyone who heard 

the testimony of these shepherds and also went to see Christ the newborn king.  

Nor is there any record of rejoicing or worship.  We are simply told that they 

“wondered.” 

 One commentator wrote, “Though all were astonished, no one moved a step 

to come to Christ: from which we may infer, that the impression made upon them 

by hearing of the power of God, was unaccompanied by any devout affection of 

the heart. The design of publishing this report was not so much for their salvation, 

as to render [them] . . . inexcusable.  2

 This was a common response to Jesus during His life and ministry. For 

example, in Luke 4 after Jesus read from the book of Isaiah in the synagogue in 

Nazareth where he grew up, we are told in verse 22 of that chapter, “And all bare 

him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his 

mouth. And they said, Is not this Joseph's son?” 

 They wondered at what they had heard, but they were not moved by faith to 

accept Christ. In fact, if you continue reading chapter 4 you see that they rejected 

Christ to the point of trying to kill Him. 

 The same is true today. There are many people who hear about the revelation 

of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. They wonder at this incredible revelation, but they 

do nothing. They inquire no further about the Savior. They never ask, “What is our 
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duty before Him?” They never seek Him out in faith and repentance. They hear, 

they wonder, and then they let the matter drop and they go on unchanged. Don’t be 

like these who so foolishly waste the revelation God has given. Be careful with the 

revelation you have received. 

 This passage also tells us about Mary’s response (v. 19). Mary was not a 

vain hearer. Mary kept all these things and pondered over them in her heart. Others 

may not have been moved by the testimony of the shepherds, but Mary was 

moved. These things served to build up her faith and so she was careful to 

remember them, to ponder them, to meditate on them. 

 In this, Mary is a good example for us to follow. If we are wise, we will give 

special attention to meditating on those works of God which serve to build up our 

faith. Meditate on the works of God. Remember what God has done in His Word, 

in the lives of others, in your own life. Meditate on the works of God and you will 

strengthen your faith. 

 The shepherds had acted on the revelation God had given them: they were 

moved by faith to go the Bethlehem and find the newborn Savior, Christ the Lord. 

When they had seen the baby lying in the manger, they went and told others: they 

shared with others the revelation God had given them.  

 Now look at how this account ends in verse 20. These shepherds don’t go on 

to become apostles. They don’t go into full-time evangelism. This is the last we 

hear of these shepherds. As far as we know, none of them are mentioned again in 



Scripture. They fade back into the obscurity they had so recently been pulled out 

of, but this account ends by telling us that the shepherds worshipped God. 

III. The Shepherds Worshipped God (v. 20) 

 The shepherds returned. They went back to where they had been when God 

gave them revelation: “abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 

night.” (Luke 2:8). But they did not return to merely watching over their flock. 

Verse 20 tells us they returned glorifying and praising God. 

 Everything that happened to the shepherds that night led them to worship 

God. Again, other people were there. Other people heard from the shepherds about 

the new-born Messiah, but the shepherds worshipped. Their Lord in a manger did 

not seem to them to be foolishness. The humble circumstances of Christ’s birth was 

not a stumbling block for these shepherds. They had been given revelation about 

Jesus Christ and they responded the only way possible for hearts of faith to 

respond: they worshipped. 

 Once again these shepherds serve as our instructors, as examples for us to 

follow. Revelation of Christ in the manger moved them to worship. We have far 

greater revelation.  We know Christ’s birth, His life, His death, His resurrection, 

and His ascension. What an indictment it would be on our souls if we do not follow 

the example of the  shepherds and return to our fields, to our homes, to our 



business, to our every-day lives bursting with praise, worshipping and glorifying 

God for all that has been revealed to us. 

 The shepherds saw a baby in a manger and they worshipped because they 

were told by God that this baby was the Messiah, their Savior, Christ the Lord. We 

see Christ revealed in Scripture as the victorious king, ruling and reigning, seated 

at the right hand of the Father in Heaven. No other response could be appropriate 

but for us to join our voices to the voices of these shepherds from 2000 years ago 

who glorified and praised God for all that He had revealed.


