
Be Diligent 

II Peter 3:14-18 

 We have reached the final few verses of this second epistle of Peter and we 

see that all the way to the very end this letter is packed with practical teaching and 

application for the Christian. These final verses feel like an abrupt conclusion to 

this epistle because Peter is pressing his point home all the way to the very end, 

calling upon us, as believers, to be diligent in our walk with the Lord.  

I. Instruction in light of God’s Promises (v. 14-15a) 

 Verse 14 begins, “Wherefore, beloved.” In II Peter 1:1 we see that Peter 

began this letter by making it very clear he was writing to Christians: “Simon 

Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like 

precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Savior Jesus 

Christ.” And now, as we enter the conclusion of this epistle, Peter again makes it 

clear that he is writing to Christians: “Wherefore, beloved.” We can make a lot of 

application from this epistle to false teachers, to scoffers, to unbelievers, but the 

primary application of the truth revealed here is for believers. 



 Verse 14 continues, “Seeing that you look for such things.” And what is it 

that Christians are looking for? We are looking for our the return of our Lord. We 

are looking for Christ’s second coming. We are looking, as verse 13 says, for “new 

heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” These are the promises 

of God. This is our hope and expectation as Christians. This is what we look for. 

 Building off of the Christians hope and expectation of the promises of God, 

verse 14 goes on to say, “be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without 

spot, and blameless.” 

 “Be diligent.” Our future hope should make us diligent in our calling here on 

earth today. If love for our Lord, if the expectation of His return, if the incredible 

rich promises of an eternal future with God on a new earth where perfect 

righteousness will dwell, if all these promises will not move us to “be diligent to be 

found in peace,  without spot, and blameless,” than nothing will. 

 Those who can consider the promises of God and would still rather have 

peace with the world than peace with God, are no friends of God. James 4:4 says, 

“Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is 

enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy 

of God.” 

 Those who hold tightly their of sin think nothing of the promises of God. 

They have no desire for His kingdom. They have only an appetite for the 

corruption of this world. 



 But you, Christian, are not numbered in that group. You have hope in the 

promises of God. You look for His return. You desire His kingdom. Therefore, be 

diligent. 

 Matthew Henry commented on this verse, “Never expect to be found at that 

day of God in peace, if you are lazy and idle in this your day, in which we must 

finish the work that is given us to do. It is only the diligent Christian who will be 

the happy Christian in the day of the Lord. Our Lord will suddenly come to us, or 

shortly call us to him; and would you have him find you idle?” 

 Be diligent to be found by Christ, at His return, in peace. We can certainly 

make the application that we should be found in peace with God. There are many 

here on earth who think they have peace with God, but on the day of judgment they 

will hear from the mouth of Jesus those terrible words: “I never knew you: depart 

from me, ye that work iniquity.” We must be diligent that we are found to be in 

peace with God.  

 The gospel message is so simple, even young children can hear it and 

understand. You are a sinner. Christ died to pay the penalty for your sin. Repent of 

your sin, call upon the name of Jesus for salvation, and you will be saved. It is a 

simple message, but we must be diligent with the gospel. 

 Paul told the Philippians, “Work out your own salvation with fear and 

trembling” (Philippians 2:12).  



 In II Peter 1:10 Peter wrote, “Brethren, give diligence to make your calling 

and election sure.” 

 Be diligent that when Christ returns He will find you in peace with God, and 

there is only one way to have peace with God. You can’t earn it. You can’t work for 

it. You can’t buy it. You can’t negotiate for it. You can only have peace with God 

through faith in Jesus Christ. Romans 5:1, “Therefore being justified by faith, we 

have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 When Christ returns, He should also find us in peace with our own 

consciences. Don’t let any sin that weighs on your conscience stay there. Deal with 

it. Clear your conscience before God. Be found in peace at the Lord’s return. 

 We could also make an application to having a peace and assurance that we 

are God’s children. Christ should find us in peace, patiently waiting his return, 

assured of His promises because we are the children of God. The Holy Spirit that 

dwells within Christians gives us this assurance. Romans 8:16, “The Spirit itself 

beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.” 

 When Christ returns, he should find us in peace with our fellow man. While 

Jesus Christ had his earthly ministry, He suffered terrible. He was slandered. He 

was attacked. And ultimately, He was murdered. And yet, we can also say that 

Christ was at peace with all men. Some of the last words Jesus spoke before He 

died on the cross show that He harbored no animosity toward His persecutors. 



Luke 23:34 records these words from Jesus as he hung on the cross: “Father, 

forgive them; for they know not what they do.” 

 We are called to be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ. Like our Lord, 

we should have a calm and peaceable spirit. Be diligent that when Christ returns, 

He finds you at peace with your fellow man. If there is conflict between you and 

someone in your life, do all you can to make peace. “Blessed are the peacemakers: 

for they shall be called the children of God” (Matthew 5:9). 

 We are also called to be diligent to be found by Jesus at His return “without 

spot and blameless.” First, this reminds us that the One we need to please, the One 

we must be diligent before, is Christ. We can labor to be without spot and 

blameless before the world by the world’s standards, but it is wasted effort. If you 

are truly a Christian, try as you might, the world will never accept you. Jesus said 

in John 15:19, “If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because 

ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world 

hateth you.” 

 And even if you could please the world, it would only be temporary. The 

world’s goalposts are always moving. They are here today, but there tomorrow. 

And next week, they might be all the way over there somewhere. 

 Don’t look to the world as your judge, but look to Christ. Jesus Christ is 

coming back. Be diligent, that at His return He will find you “without spot and 

blameless.” 



 How can we be found in Christ without spot and blameless? Be diligent to 

press on in holiness. We are called to holiness, be diligent in the pursuit of 

holiness. Contrast this verse with 2:13 where Peter says false teachers are “spots” 

and “blemishes.” Don’t be like these pretenders who are spots and blemishes, but 

be diligent to be found by Christ without spot and blameless. 

 Verse 15 begins, “And account that the long suffering of our Lord is 

salvation.” This is essentially the same point that Peter made in verse 9 where he 

said, “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; 

but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all 

should come to repentance.” Here in verse 15 the point isn’t as fully developed as 

it is in verse 9, but the main application is the same: God’s longsuffering has an 

eye to the salvation of His people, the “beloved.”  

 Remember the wicked, when they become aware that they are the recipients 

of God’s mercy, God’s forbearance, God’s longsuffering, they are not moved to 

repentance. Rather they mock the promises of God. Knowing the Lord said He 

would return they ask, “Where is the promise of his coming?” (v. 4). They mistake 

God’s longsuffering as inability, and they don’t use the time God has given them to 

repent, but rather take it as a license to sin. They “walk after their own lusts” (v. 3). 

 Make no mistake, God is longsuffering, but He is not eternally-suffering. He 

will keep His promises. He will return to judge the earth. God has given us time to 

prepare for eternity. 



 Account the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation and therefore be diligent 

with the time God gives you. What seems to us like a long delay in His coming, is 

in reality perfectly timed for the salvation of His people according to the perfect 

knowledge of God. Don’t be discouraged by God’s longsuffering. God forbid. 

Rather, be encouraged. There is still work to do. Be faithful. Be diligent. 

 After giving this instruction to Christians in the light of God’s promises, the 

Holy Spirit inspired Peter to do something very interesting in the second half of 

verse 15 and verse 16. There we see an appeal to the authority of another Apostle, 

and the Scripture that Apostle wrote. 

II. Appeal to the Authority of Another Apostle (v. 15b-16) 

 This is really an incredible passage. There is a lot for us to learn here about 

Peter and Paul and a lot to learn about the giving of Scripture and the handling of 

Scripture. But before we look at those things let’s try to understand why Peter 

appeals to the writings of Paul at this point. 

 Remember to whom Peter is writing his epistles. In the broadest sense he is 

writing to Christians, as we have already talked about this morning, but if we go 

back to I Peter 1:1 we read, “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers 

scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.” This is 

basically the area of Asia Minor, or the modern-day country of Turkey. This was a 



region where Paul spent many years as a church-planting missionary. This was also 

the area that first received the following epistles from the pen of the apostle Paul: 

Galatians, Ephesians, Colossians, I and II Timothy, and Philemon. The Christians 

who were receiving these epistles from Peter had a long history of receiving 

ministry from the apostle Paul.  

 Peter builds upon that foundation of Paul’s ministry and says, “I’m not 

teaching you anything new. You have already been taught from the letters of our 

beloved brother Paul not to abuse the mercy of God, but to be faithful in using the 

time God has given you to accomplish the work God has given you.” 

 Now let’s look at some of the other things we learn from this passage. First, 

Peter refers to Paul as “our beloved brother.” If you remember early church history 

you will recall that Peter and Paul didn’t always see eye-to-eye on issues the early 

church faced. In fact, in Galatians (one of the epistles Peter references here), Paul 

says, “But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because 

he was to be blamed.” And the testimony of Scripture is that, in the issue Paul is 

talking about there, Peter was wrong and needed to be corrected. 

 But it is clear from our text that Peter doesn’t harbor any animosity toward 

Paul. Paul had sharply and publicly rebuked Peter. Peter received that rebuke, 

corrected the area in which he was wrong, and went on to show great affection for 

Paul and his ministry. We can all learn from Peter how we should respond to those 

who give us necessary rebukes. 



 Peter says that Paul wrote his epistles “according to the wisdom given unto 

him.” This echoes Paul’s own words from I Corinthians 3:10a, “According to the 

grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise master builder.” Peter is pointing 

out that Paul’s epistles are inspired. Paul did not write his epistles out of his own 

wisdom, like a theologian or a commentator who gives his own thoughts on 

Scripture. Paul had divine, inspired “wisdom given unto him.” It was not wisdom 

that he acquired in his schooling. It was wisdom given to him from God. 

 We know that Peter is equating Paul’s writings with Scripture because in this 

same context in v. 16, talking about Paul’s epistles, he says “other scriptures.” 

Scripture is a term found 50 times in the Bible, and it is never used to refer to 

anything other than the books of the Old and New Testament. By the time II Peter 

was written, all of Paul’s epistles which we have in our Bible today were written. 

The early church had already received Paul’s epistles as inspired Scripture. This 

illustrates why we can have confidence in the cannon of Scripture, particularly the 

books in the New Testament. These books were written while apostles were still 

alive, and they were readily recognized as inspired Scripture by other apostles and 

the early church. 

 Paul was faithful in relaying the wisdom God gave him to the church. He led 

others as far as he had been led. He said, “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am 

of Christ” (I Corinthian 11:1). He did not fail to “declare all the counsel of 

God” (Acts 20:27). This passage teaches inspiration (that Scripture is not merely 



man’s wisdom about God, but actually God’s wisdom given to man) and shows us 

how it actually occurred. 

 In verse 16 we see Peter say that there are some things in Scripture that are 

“hard to be understood.” Scripture teaches on a wide range of subjects. Some of 

those subjects, by their very nature, are hard to understand. This is true of some 

passages of prophecy. We see this even in the testimonies of the men who were 

given prophetic revelation. Daniel, after he had received an incredible revelation 

from God about future events said in Daniel 12:8, “I heard, but I understood not.” I 

Peter 1:10 tells us that the Old Testament prophets “inquired and searched 

diligently” into those things about which they prophesied. This is not teaching that 

prophetic passages can’t be understood, but that they can be difficult passages to 

understand. 

 This is also true of those things that must be spiritually discerned. The Holy 

Spirit which dwells within believers gives us the understanding we need to grasp 

the truth of God that is beyond the realm of man’s natural understanding. Isaiah 

64:4 says, “For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived 

by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside thee, what he hath prepared for 

him that waiteth for him.” 

 Paul quotes this verse from Isaiah in I Corinthians 2:10 and then goes on to 

say in verses 12-14, “Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the 

spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of 



God. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, 

but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But 

the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 

foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 

discerned.” 

 Thomas Watson wrote, “The mystery of Scripture is so abstruse and 

profound that no man or angel could have known it, had it not been divinely 

revealed. That eternity should be born; that he who thunders in the heavens should 

cry in the cradle . . . that the Prince of Life should die; that the Lord of Glory 

should be put to shame; that sin should be punished to the full, yet pardoned to the 

full; who could have ever conceived of such a mystery had [it not been] revealed to 

us?” 

 Some passages of Scripture are difficult to understand because they are 

impossible for the natural man to grasp the truth they teach. Again, this isn’t 

teaching that some passages are impossible to understand, but that there are 

difficult passages in Scripture and we must rely on the Holy Spirit to guide and 

inform our study. 

 Verse 16 also tells us “they that are unlearned and unstable wrest (or twist)” 

Scripture “unto their own destruction.” “Unlearned” is not referring to people who 

are ignorant in human learning. This is a different word than what is used in other 

parts of the New Testament to refer to people who lack an education. This 



“unlearned” is referring to people who are not taught by the Spirit of God. These 

“unlearned” may have a tremendous amount of man’s knowledge, but they 

approach the Word of God relying on themselves and not on the Holy Spirit and 

they end up twisting and distorting the Word of God. 

 “Unstable” refers to people who are not yet established in what they have 

learned; those who are shaken by every seeming difficulty. When faced with 

difficult or perplexing passages, those who are unstable are often quick to adopt 

distorted views of Scripture that seem to help with the immediate trouble, but will 

ultimately reap destruction, as the end of verse 16 tells us. 

 This should serve as a warning for all of us. When we come to difficult 

passages of Scripture, we need to guard against the natural inclinations we have to 

either skip over those difficult passages, or to quickly adopt a position and then 

move on. We all have a responsibility to be believer-priests. We should emulate the 

Bereans’ and diligently search the Scriptures for ourselves (Acts 17:11). We need 

to patiently wait on the guidance of the Holy Spirit as we compare Scripture with 

Scripture and humble seek to discern the truth. 

 This also applies when we instruct others in the truth of God’s Word. 

Maturing Christians to be established and stable in truth is a work of God. God 

uses other believers to help in that process of maturing in the faith, but ultimately it 

is a work that God must do. You may have a firm grasp on some truth in Scripture 

that you see another brother or sister struggling with. By all means, you should 



seek to help them in this difficulty. But be patient with them, and rely on the Word 

of God to convince them, not your arguments. 

 Here is the great danger:  You may be able to convince them of the truth, and 

convince them quickly, with your arguments, but if they are not convinced from 

Scripture they are still unstable. They are still in danger of twisting Scripture. 

 Those who twist Scripture do so “unto their own destruction.” The 

Scriptures we all hold in our hands are an incredible gift from God. What a 

precious gift, to have God’s Word. And we are especially blessed because we live 

in a time when we have ready access to the written Word of God in our own 

language and we can read it for ourselves. This is truly an incredible blessing. 

 The Word of God was given with our salvation in mind. Romans 10:17 says, 

“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” II Timothy 3:15, 

“And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make 

thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” John 20:31, “But 

these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and 

that believing ye might have life through his name.” 

 Those who twist, who abuse, who miss-use Scripture turn this healing balm 

into a poison. They render deadly what God has appointed for our salvation.  They 1

twist Scripture unto their own destruction. After this appeal to Paul’s writings, 

Peter concludes this epistle with a final warning about false teaching. 

 Taken from John Calvin’s commentary.1



III. Final warning against False Teaching (v. 17-18) 

 Verse 17 begins, “Ye therefore, beloved.” Again, Peter uses this word 

“beloved” as he is writing to Christians. “Beloved, seeing ye know these things 

before.” We have just been warned in verse 16 that unlearned and unstable men 

will twist the Scripture. We were warned earlier. back in verse 3, that in the last 

days there will be scoffers. And earlier still, in chapter 2, we were warned that 

there will be false teachers. This is an epistle full of warnings. It is a wonderful 

thing to receive a warning of danger, but a warning is worthless if we do nothing 

with it. Having been warned, we need to “beware.” 

 Verse 17 goes on, “beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the 

wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.” Beware. Watch out. Be vigilant.  Don’t 

think that you are above being led away with the error of the wicked. Many who 

began the race well have failed to finish well. We must guard against the “error of 

the wicked” lest we fall from our “steadfastness.” 

 This word “Steadfastness” is the opposite of the word “unstable” that is used 

in verse 16. As we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word we have 

steadfastness. We have stability. We have a foundation upon which to build, and 

grow, and mature in Christlikeness. Don’t trade the stability of your faith for the 

instability of the wicked. Those who are led away with the error of the wicked are 



unhinged and unsettled. They know not where to rest, but are at the greatest 

uncertainty. They are like a wave of the sea, driven with the wind and tossed. Don’t 

follow the wicked into their errors. What is the most sure guard against being led 

away with the error of the wicked? 

 Verse 18 tells us, “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.” We are to 

always be growing in our walk with the Lord. The key to not going backward in 

your Christian walk is to press forward. 

 Do you find yourself faltering, Christian? 

 Do you feel unstable where you once felt firm and established? 

 Now is certainly not the time to give ear to the wicked. Now is not the time 

to slip further down the path of error. Rather, press on in your walk with the Lord. 

Grow in grace and in the knowledge of your Lord and Savior. This is the only way 

to regain steadfastness. This is the only way to remain steadfast. When we stop 

pressing forward, content with where we are in our Christian walk, we 

immediately begin losing ground. Never stop pressing forward. 

 Specifically we are told to “grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ.” To grow in grace is to grow in the practical 

demonstration of the fruit of the Spirit. This growth cannot be measured by the 

amount of effort we expend in good deeds or by the amount of head-knowledge we 



have about the things of God. We grow in grace as we are conformed to the image 

of Jesus Christ. 

 To grow in the knowledge of our Lord we must study how he is revealed in 

the Word of God. We should grow in our study of His words, His works, and His 

ways. And as we grow in the study of our Lord, we will grow in our subjection to 

Him, and as we grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord, we will also grow in 

worship. 

 We see that is how this epistle ends, with worship: “To him be glory both 

now and for ever. Amen.” Both now and forever. Christ is worthy of glory now, 

and may we not fail to use the instruction of God’s Word to glorify Him with the 

life He has given us. Christ will receive glory forever, and by the grace of God we 

look forward to that eternal day when we will join in the perfect and unbroken 

worship of our Lord and Savior.


