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Volume 46, No. 9, March 2, 2021 / Southside Baptist Church / P.O. Box
1594 / 1028 South Water Avenue, Gallatin, TN 37066 (615) 452-5951 /
The Grow in Grace Newsletter is a WEEKLY Bible Study, plus local
church news notes— designed first and foremost for members and those
attending services at Southside Church; and is sent forth with the desire
to aid one and all, (including friends far and wide), in the experience of 2
Peter 3:18. ”But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our LORD
JESUS CHRIST!”

FOR  the  elders  and  congregation  at
Southside!

NOTE: This article, is NOT sent because of ANYTHING or ANYONE I
have specifically observed or that I have been told! HOWEVER…
many of us, upon reading First Corinthians will have to confess—
“Been there and done that… too often… I need to be rooted and
grounded in God’s Word on the kind of issues which the Church at
Corinth faced!” 

The  Church  at  Corinth  was  a  troubled  church  with  troubled
families! AND the Corinthian Christians lived in a world not so
friendly to the New Testament Church. However, the Holy Spirit
did not have Paul to lament/mourn over the evils of culture. The
focus  was  upon  the  Christians  at  Corinth. SO,  this  article  is
ESPECIALLY for the elders and congregation at Southside,
Gallatin— may the LORD be pleased to apply it each of us as He
knows is good… and to any others reading it!

IMPORTANT: In  every  chapter  as  the  Holy  Spirit  unveils
various situations in the church at Corinth,  there is ONE CLEAR
NECESSITY: Each of us must allow the Holy Spirit to speak to our
own hearts and leave others with GOD!  “IT’S ME, IT’S ME, O
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LORD…  STANDIN’  IN  THE  NEED  OF  PRAYER…  NOT  BY
BROTHER, NOT MY SISTER, BUT IT’S ME!”
Chapters 1-4: One of Corinth’s problems was STRIFE. The
root problem of strife and all  manner of selfishness is  pride. In
fact, the Bible tells us that  it is only by pride that contention
comes!  (Prov.  13:10)  As  to  differences— families  and  churches
have  differences  from  time  to  time!   DIFFERENCES  ARE  NO
PROBLEM! That’s  life!  UNRESOLVED  CONFLICT  IS  ALWAYS  A
PROBLEM!   

ACTUALLY, our differences constitute a grand opportunity
to  show  a  strife-filled  world  the  supernatural  reality  of
God’s love!  CHRISTIANS are  divinely  empowered to  do more
than others! (Matthew 5:44-48) There is room for differences over
various  matters  over  which  one  can  be  wrong  and  still  get  to
heaven— but words and attitudes of the flesh (Gal 5:19-21; James
3:14-15) are never from the LORD. The key reality of genuine
Christianity is supernatural love by which the world has evidence
that we are truly the disciples of Jesus Christ! (John 13:34-35) 

Chapter 5: The saints at Corinth were tolerating gross sin in the
church. THUS, the root problem was a lack of love— for they
did not value holiness; and they had refused to give the
love of discipline! God’s love never compromises holiness!
Holiness  is  not  optional;  but  a  necessity!  (Hebrews  12:10-14)
SADLY, there is  a deepening lack of holiness and love in many
Christian homes and churches. Each of us must be judgment day
honest: How is it with me? 

Chapter 6: They were taking one another to court, presided over
by the unsaved, (I Cor. 6:1).  There was no willingness to suffer for
righteousness sake and no willingness to forgive! They were keen
on  pointing  the  finger  of  accusation  at  others;  but  they  were
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unwilling to judge their own sin. Today, many flee the pure Word
of God and flock to churches, counselors, and courts that tell them
what they want to hear. God’s love is missing. We must each
ask, ‘How is it with me?’  
Chapter 7: They were having marriage problems and a number of
them were looking for excuses to end their marriages. Love was
lacking. Interestingly, this chapter sets forth a clear NO DIVORCE
policy—  1  Corinthians  7:10-14;  27;  39   — Wow!  (1) If
separated, be reconciled or remain unmarried.  (2) Don’t divorce;
you  may  win  the  unbeliever  to  Christ.   (3) You  are  bound  in
marriage until there is a DEATH— then there is liberty to marry a
believer. 

Sadly,  MOST  skip  and/or  reject  those  clear  verses  and
instead focus on verse 15; and then interpret verse 15 so as to
agree with their divorce plans. What verse 15 actually means is
much debated. HOWEVER, if you interpret verse 15 in a way that
cancels out the very clear emphasis of  1 Corinthians 7:10-14;
27; 39— you HAVE wrongly interpreted verse 15! QUESTION: IN
MY HOME, am I majoring on loving as Jesus loves?

Chapters 8-10: In Chapter 8, they were arguing over whether or
not to  eat  meat  that  had been sacrificed to  heathen gods.   In
Chapter 9, they were arguing over whether or not Paul was a true
apostle. 
In Chapter  10,  Paul  needed  to  warn  this  church  about  lust,
idolatry,  fornication,  tempting  God,  and  murmuring.
LOVELESSNESS HAS MANY EXPRESSIONS!  To escape LOVELESS
strife— start here: 

Romans 14:10-13a— “But why do you judge your brother?... For
we shall  all  stand before the judgment  seat  of  Christ.  For  it  is
written: “As I live, says the LORD, Every knee shall bow to Me, And
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every tongue shall  confess to God.” So then each of us shall
give account of himself to God. Therefore let us not judge one
another anymore,…”  1 John 1:8-9—  If we say that we have no
sin,  we  deceive  ourselves,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us.  9 If  we
confess OUR sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us OUR sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Chapter 10: The Holy Spirit scans the history of the people of
God in the Old Testament and zeros in on the  FIVE PRIMARY
SINS which destroyed them over and over; and then, tells us that
(1) this is especially written down for those of us who live in the
end times; (2) and that we must TAKE HEED lest we fall into the
same  sins;  (3)  and  then,  we  are  shown  the  way  of  escape.
PRESENT REALITY: Many churches and homes are being destroyed
by the same FIVE sins: Lust. Idolatry. Fornication. Tempting God.
Murmuring.  Note: Murmuring against circumstances and/or
people is ultimately MURMURING against God!— FOR GOD in
His sovereignty either brought or   allowed to GET THROUGH HIS
SCREEN whatever it is that is troubling us! 

HERE IS SUPER GOOD NEWS: EVEN IF PEOPLE intentionally do
EVIL as did Joseph’s brothers— the only thing that can MAKE ME
MISERABLE  is  MY  wrong  response!  JESUS,  of  course,  is  the
PRIME  example: No  one  ever  had  MORE  EVIL  done  to  and
against  Him;  yet  no  one  ever  had  MORE JOY!  HOW was this
possible? It  was  possible  because  He maintained  the  focus  of
PLEASING HIS  FATHER  IN  ALL  THINGS.  He  LEARNED obedience
through the things He suffered!  We must each ask:  HOW IS IT
WITH  ME?  ***  JOHN 15:1-14— ABIDING IN  CHRIST  IS  THE
ONE,  SUPREME,  and  OPEN  SECRET  TO  A  LIFE  OF
SUPERNATURAL JOY FOR EVERY CHRISTIAN! ***
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Chapters 11, 12, 14, 15 & 16: In Chapter 11  Paul  warned
them  of  gross  selfishness  and  wickedness  which  was  being
practiced  at  their  fellowship  suppers  and  Lord’s  Supper.  In
Chapters 12 and 14, Paul addressed this church on the issue of
the gifts of the Holy Spirit and how the church should function as a
body. Their worship services had become chaotic because many in
the church were  misusing the gifts of the Spirit— primarily, the
gift of tongues and the gift of prophecy. They were using them for
self-glorification,  self-gratification,  and  personal  excitement.
Chapters 15 & 16: With all the above selfishness and sin, it is no
wonder that they were doctrinally confused about the resurrection
and needed some instruction  as  to  giving.  AGAIN, they were
drowning in lovelessness— WE MUST EACH ASK:  HOW IS IT
WITH ME?

NOTE: All of the above is the context of First Corinthians 13,
which shows God’s  better  way!  Let  each of  us  ask:  Had I
been a member of that church, would I have been a
part of the problem or a part of the solution? 

SOLUTION: The house of Chloe was a part of the solution— 
I Corinthians 1:11. They loved Jesus so much that they wanted to
have LOVE and HOLINESS in the church— thus, they refused to let
SECRET SIN CELLS thrive. They reported the facts to someone who
was responsible before God to deal with it. At least a portion of the
First Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Corinthians was the result! 

SOLUTION:  The  house  of  Stephanas  was  a  part  of  the
solution— I Corinthians 16:15-16. They ADDICTED themselves to
the ministry of the saints!  What saints? Those fighting, feuding,
selfish, pride-filled, sinning saints of the church at Corinth! Many
today are ‘too spiritual’ to commit to an imperfect church
body! “I am not about to plug in and faithfully serve the LORD at



6

this  or  that  church—  because  they  got  this  problem  and  that
problem and I don’t like or agree with this or that! No, sir, I ain’t
going to be addicted to the saints at those churches! I’ll just stay
home… or just ‘float’ from church to church… and on occasions I’ll
come in and ‘critique’ one of these troubled churches; and then
I’ll go tell others how lacking the folks are at Corinth, or Southside,
or wherever!” DEAR SUPER SAINT— when you love Jesus, He
will have you to be ADDICTED to ministering  to and with  an
imperfect,  Bible  believing  local  church,  even  as  the  house  of
Stephanas! 

SOLUTION: The Apostle  Paul  was a part  of  the solution.
How?  He  gave  them  tough  love,  living  truth  from  a  sacrificial
heart! (2 Cor. 12:15) The infallible Word of God to a congregation
is the true source of hope and comfort, (Romans 15:4); and it is
profitable to teach the faith, correct error, reset direction to be
well pleasing to God, and instruct in right living so that we will be
completely equipped for all good works to the glory of God! (2 Tim
3:16-17) 

HOW WOULD WE have responded to the many problems in
the  church  at  Corinth?  1.  In  lovelessness  contribute  to  the
problems? 
2. Sit and watch while lives are destroyed? 3. Fuel the flames of
destruction with gossip and talebearing? 4. Pack up and leave? 
5. OR… when needed, like the house of Chloe, communicate
with the under shepherds who are responsible for the flock? 6. Or,
like the house of Stephanas, be addicted to the ministry of
imperfect saints? 7.  Or, like Paul, welcome or unwelcome,
preach the pure Word of God?



7

SITUATION:  Over  the  last  52 years  of  serving  in  two
congregations,  on A FEW occasions,  FOLKS have come to me
and said, “Oh, Pastor, there’s trouble in the church. Unnamed ‘So
and So’ is upset!  You must do something about it!” And I would
ask, “Who?  Where?  When?  What?”  And they would say, “Oh,
now Pastor, we couldn’t tell  you the answer to those questions.
That would be breaking confidence! But there’s trouble and you’d
better fix it! We’ve told you because we love THE LORD and our
church.”  REALITY:  Do you know what would have happened if
they  had  told  me  who/what/when/where?  The  secret  love
destroying  and/or  holiness  destroying  sin  cell  and  any
affiliates would have been dealt with— in a fashion like unto the
way the Holy Spirit led the Apostle Paul! Thank God for the house
of Chloe & the house of Stephanas! Every church in America needs
such  families.  Am I  a  part  of  the  problem or  part  of  the
solution?  

Further  Question:  Had  I  been  a  member  of  one  of  the  New
Testament  Churches— would  my name be listed  in  one  of  the
Epistles? And if so, would it be a positive or a negative reference?
In letters to be read in churches, several church folk got
named: *** I Cor. 16:15-18— Positive…the house of Stephanas:
Addicted to serving imperfect saints! ***  Phil.  4:2—  Negative…
Euodias  and  Syntyche:  Stop  your  fussing! ***  2  Tim.  4:10—
Negative… Demas has forsaken… loves this present world! *** 2
Tim. 4:11— Positive… Mark is profitable to me for the ministry!
*** 2 Tim. 4:14— Negative… Alexander did me evil! 
*** Rom. 16:17-18— Negative... mark those who cause divisions!
*** 3  John  1:9—  Negative…  Diotrephes  loves  to  have
preeminence  and  won’t  receive  us!  *** Romans  16:17—
Negative…  “Now  I  beseech  (exhort,  urge,  beg,  entreat)  you,
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brethren,  mark  them  which  cause  divisions  and  offences…and
avoid them.”

NEWS  FLASH:  Beginning  next  Sunday  Morning  in  Bible
believing churches when pastors and members walk into
the church auditorium/worship centers—the real truth about
each one of us [All we have thought, said or done the previous
week!] will be printed out and shown on a giant screen… and this
will be done every Sunday! 
If this were to be the case— what would happen to church
attendance?   THIS  WILL  TAKE  PLACE: “For  we  must  all
appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one
may receive the things done in his body, according to that
he hath done, whether it be good or bad. Knowing therefore
the  terror  of  the  Lord,  we  persuade  men;  but  we  are  made
manifest  unto God; and I  trust  also are made manifest  in  your
consciences. (2 Cor. 5:10-11; Rom 14:10-12; 1 Cor. 3:11-17)

Here’s  a  summary  of  God’s  bottom  line  ULTIMATE
SOLUTIONS  to  the  church  at  Corinth  and  to  any  Bible
believing congregation:

1. Doctrine and exhortation that deals with the specific problems
and  needs  in  a  church  to  EXPOSE  LOVELESSNESS  and/or
UNHOLINESS! (1 Corinthians 1-16)

2. A call to be rooted in Calvary love! (1 Corinthians 1:17-18 /
2:2)

3. A call to the more excellent way of God’s love! (1 Cor 13:1-13)

4. The examples of those [The house of Chloe and the house of
Stephanas]  who  while  members  of  a  very  carnal  church,
were in the midst of it all a part of the solution and not a
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part  of  the  problem!  They  REMAINED addicted  to  godly
ministry! 

To be a part of the solution, FIRST, make sure you have
received the love of God. This kind of love is impossible without
God’s  love  first  being  shed  abroad  in  your  heart.  You  cannot
express  love  until  you  have  first  experienced  it.  (Romans  5:5)
Jesus on the cross as the sinner’s substitute and sin bearer is the
greatest display of unconditional love ever exhibited! He did it for
you  and  for  me.  He  did  it  so  that  we  can  be  LIVING
DEMONSTRATIONS of His love to the imperfect people in
our lives!

May  grace  abound  to  one  and  all!    /    James  Bell    /
www.southsidegallatin.org

NEWS NOTES:

EVERY  Saturday,  ***  8:00am  —  Men’s  Bible  Study:  THE
EPISTLE  TO  THE  HEBREWS!  (Doors  open  by  7:30am…
coffee, juice, donuts, and Hardee’s Biscuits are available!) 

***  NEXT  Ladies  Bible  Study—  Tuesday,  March  9,
11:00am: Women of the Bible! 

SUNDAY, MARCH 7, 14, 21, 28 *** Sunday School
at 9:30am: Nursery, Children’s classes, Youth, and Adult
classes.  
*** WORSHIP SERVICE at 10:45am!

Additional Sunday Events for MARCH 2021:
1.    March  7,  Fellowship  Meal,  after  morning  worship
service.
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2.  March 14,  5:00pm - 6:30 pm- Training Faithful Men, 1689
Confession of faith.

3.  March 21, LORD’S SUPPER, at end of Morning Worship;
and HOME GROUPS, in the evening.

4. March 28,  5:00pm  - 6:00pm-  Church Wide DISCIPLESHIP…
Dealing with Difficult Problems, videos by R.C. Sproul

TUESDAYS: WEEKLY Youth Group Meeting, ages 12
and up … Tuesdays a 7:15pm… at Jaden and Rhi’s
home…

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS @ SOUTHSIDE:  6:30pm— Come in by
the back ‘double doors’  under the Drive Thru awning!  *
Adult Prayer Service ** Young FAMILIES Prayer Service   

*** HEALTH REMINDERS as to CHURCH SERVICES 
1. IF YOU ARE SICK… [OR if you are presently in a state of high
immune deficiency or if (at home or work) you are caring for one
who is  sick;  or if you have  • Fever;  • Coughing; • • Chills;  •
Headache; • Sore throat; etc.], please stay home!]

2. IF YOU ARE HEALTHY and well… you may or may not
choose to wear a mask… or gloves… WE do not require; we
WILL  NOT  provide  such.  WE  CONTINUE  to  encourage
FREEDOM…  as  to  ‘social  distancing’—  6ft  apart…  give
sensitivity and respect one to another. 

NOTE:  In  addition  to  carefulness,  good  hydration,  good
nutrition, and sleep— ALSO: so as to SEEK TO HAVE A STRONG
IMMUNE SYSTEM… I  PERSONALLY TAKE ELDERBERRY, VITAMIN C, ZINC,
GINGER, VITIMIN D, Quercetin, and a good multi-vitamin that includes fiber.
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3. LET each of us DO OUR PART IN personal hygiene.  IF you use
the restrooms— please wash your hands with SOAP; and
use nearby SANITIZER. 

***FOR THOSE AT HOME: TO RECEIVE LIVE STREAMING FOR
February  21  OR to  connect  with  our  YouTube  page,  GO TO:
www.southsidegallatin.org 

****LOVE OFFERINGS UNTO THE LORD BY MAIL or ONLINE
GIVING:  SUCH funds,  (if  checks),  make out  to  Southside
Baptist) — 

MAIL  TO:   Southside  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1594,
Gallatin, TN 37066

OR, you may choose to GIVE, via ONLINE GIVING:

 https://southsidebaptist.breezechms.com/give/online 

IT IS A MATTER OF SAFETY for all, (ESPECIALLY for SENIOR 
ADULTS), CHILDREN ANY WHERE IN THE CHURCH BUILDING— No 
unsupervised Children!
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