
What Simeon Saw 

Luke 2:21-35 

“And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his 

name was called JESUS, which was so named of the angel before he was 

conceived in the womb. And when the days of her purification according to the law 

of Moses were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the 

Lord; (As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb 

shall be called holy to the Lord;) And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is 

said in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.  

And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the 

same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy 

Ghost was upon him. And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he 

should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And he came by the 

Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for 

him after the custom of the law, Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, 

and said, Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, Which thou hast prepared before the face of 

all people; A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. 

And Joseph and his mother marveled at those things which were spoken of him. 

And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set 



for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken 

against; (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of 

many hearts may be revealed.”

When we think about the second chapter of Luke’s gospel, we probably 

don’t think about Simeon. He is a minor Bible character, only appearing in a few 

verses in this chapter. Yet in the few words he says, much is revealed about Jesus. 

As we consider these verses together this morning, we will learn what Simeon saw 

when he held the newborn baby Jesus.  

 Why does this matter what Simeon saw?  Why is this recorded for us in the 

word of God? God wants us to know, to be reminded of, to meditate on the true 

reason Jesus came. 

I. Setting 

 In verse 21 we are told that the son born by Mary was circumcised: “And 

when 8 days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was 

called Jesus.” Circumcision was a tradition established by God in Genesis 17 as a 

sign of His covenant with Abraham. It was a physical sign that marked those who 

were a part of the covenant community. In Genesis 17:12 God commanded that this 



ceremony of circumcision was to be performed on the eighth day. Jesus Christ, 

being born as a man, of the seed of Abraham, into God’s covenant people, Israel, 

submitted to the sign of circumcision. 

 In this ceremony of circumcision we see Christ’s first recorded submission 

to the law. Jesus Christ would shed His blood to fulfill the law. Here He shed drops 

of blood to fulfill the law of circumcision. Upon the cross he would shed streams 

of blood to meet the full demands of God’s law. 

 The very act of circumcision presupposes that sinful man needs to enter into 

convent relationship with God.  Jesus Christ had no such need. He was the only-

begotten beloved Son of God. Yet He humbled himself and came, as Romans 8:3 

tells us, “in the likeness of sinful flesh.” Thus, He was circumcised. 

 Circumcision carried with it the responsibility to fulfill the law. 

Circumcision symbolized that you were a debtor to the law, to obey it’s demands. 

Jesus Christ, by being circumcised, set Himself under the law, that He might fulfill 

it on our behalf. Paul explains this in Galatians 4:4-5, “But when the fulness of the 

time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To 

redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.” 

 According to the Jewish custom, on the day He was circumcised He was 

also given His name: “his name was called Jesus.” Verse 21 tells us why: “Which 

was so named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb.” 



 The angel said to Mary in Luke 1:31, “And, behold, thou shalt conceive in 

thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.” 

 The name “Jesus” is a transliteration of the Hebrew name “Joshua.” The 

name means “Jehovah is salvation” or “Jehovah is the Savior.” 

 Consider this name: Jesus. Again, it signifies a savior. We should be in awe 

and amazed that Jesus was named, not in light of His Glory as the divine Son of 

God, but in light of His ministry as the savior sent by God to same His people from 

their sin. Salvation comes through Jesus, and thus He was named. 

 Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple (v. 22-24). We are told in verse 

22 that after the days of Mary’s purification according to Mosaic Law, Mary and 

Joseph took the baby Jesus to the temple. At this point Jesus would have been 40 

days old. 40 days is the period of time the Mosaic Law specifies for purification 

after the birth of a boy (Leviticus 12:4). After this period of 40 days has passed, 

Mary and Joseph went to the temple. They went to the temple for two reasons. 

 First, they went to present Jesus to the Lord. The end of verse 22 and verse 

23 says, “They brought Him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is 

written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who opens the womb shall be called 

holy to the Lord.”) The presentation of first-born sons to the Lord was to be a 

reminder to the Israelites of God’s mighty hand in delivering them from Egypt 

(Exodus 13:15). 



 As devout Jews, Mary and Joseph obeyed the law God had given, and 

presented Jesus before the Lord in the temple. When Mary and Joseph presented 

Him in the temple, it was a reminder of God’s mighty hand shown in delivering the 

Israelites from bondage in Egypt. Now this baby boy, born 2000 years ago, is a 

reminder to us of God’s mighty hand shown in delivering us, His people, from 

bondage to sin. 

 The second reason Mary and Joseph went to the temple was to offer the 

sacrifice for Mary’s purification. The Mosaic law said they were to offer a yearling 

lamb. If you were unable to afford a lamb, the law made provision for you to offer 

two doves instead. Mary and Joseph offered two doves, showing us that they were 

too poor to afford a lamb. 

 See here the humility of our Lord. Not only did the Creator God leave His 

exalted place in heaven and enter His creation as a man, but He was born into 

poverty. Again, we should be in awe and amazed that this is how God chose to 

send us His Son. I’m reminded of Isaiah 55:8, “For my thoughts are not your 

thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.”  

 And so, in verses 22-24 we see that Mary and Joseph brought the baby Jesus 

to the temple in accordance with the Law of God. 

 Simeon was also at the temple (v. 25-27a). Who was Simeon? This is the 

only place he is mentioned in Scripture.  All we know with certainty about Simeon 

is what the Bible tells us in these verses. 



 We are told that he was just and devout. Just: He was righteous before his 

fellowman. Devout: He was righteous before God. He was waiting for the Messiah, 

here referred to as the “consolation of Israel.” We are also told that the Holy Spirit 

was upon him. 

 Beyond scripture we can only speculate on the identity of Simeon. People 

who have studied Jewish history have found mention of one Simeon who lived in 

Jerusalem during this time. He was an important man in the Jewish community. He 

had attained the highest degree of learning possible in the Jewish system.  He was 

a member of the Sanhedrin. The Jews wrote that he was endued with a prophetic 

spirit. Eventually this Simeon was turned out of his place and position in Jewish 

high-society because he taught against the common opinion of the Jews concerning 

the temporal kingdom of the Messiah. We do not know if this is the same Simeon 

that is mentioned in our text this morning, but it may have been him who was there 

in the temple that day. 

 We are told in verse 26 that God had made a special promise to Simeon. It 

had been revealed to Simeon by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had 

seen the Lord’s Christ, the Messiah.  

 What a precious promise that was for Simeon! Like the prophets of old, he 

was searching diligently for what time or in what manner the Messiah would come. 

God had given Simeon a promise the prophets of old never had: Simeon would see 

the Messiah before he died. Once Simeon saw the Messiah, he could die in peace, 



God’s promise having been fulfilled. What a picture that is for us! Only those who 

have seen the Messiah can face death with courage and confidence. 

 In verse 27 we are told that Simeon came to the temple “by the Spirit.” It 

was no happy accident that Simeon was at the temple that day. God was working in 

all these events for His glory and our good. 

 All this information serves to set the stage for what is about to happen. Mary 

and Joseph are in the temple with with the baby Jesus to fulfill the requirements of 

the Law. Simeon is also at the temple, brought there by the leading of the Holy 

Spirit. Next, we read what happened when Simeon saw Jesus. 

II. Simeon’s Song 

 Simeon takes Jesus in his arms and blesses God (v. 27b-28). When Mary and 

Joseph brought Jesus into the temple, Simeon recognized Him as the Messiah. 

Who did Simeon see? A royal prince, rich and powerful? A mighty general, strong 

and victorious? No. Simeon saw the baby Jesus. He saw God incarnate as a 

helpless little baby. The Holy Spirit revealed to Simeon that this baby was the 

Messiah he had so longed to see. 

 Then Simeon had a privilege afforded to very few: He took Jesus up in his 

arms and blessed God. Have you ever held a newborn baby? I think it would be 

safe for me to assume that most, if not all, of you have had that privilege. It’s an 



incredible feeling to hold a newborn baby. Especially if that baby is your child or 

grandchild. This is a baby you have waited for. This is a baby you have longed to 

see. It is a precious privilege to hold that child in your arms. 

 How much greater that must have been for Simeon. Simeon had the 

awesome privilege of holding the newborn Savior. The Messiah he had longed to 

see. The Messiah he had been promised. That Messiah he held in his arms. 

 Now consider what Simeon said while holding Jesus. He blessed God (v. 

28). Simeon rejoiced that God’s promise has been fulfilled (v. 29). Simeon was 

ready to die. We often think of Simeon being an old man, kept alive only by the 

promise of God and after he saw the baby his death was imminent, but that’s not 

necessarily the case. If the biblical Simeon is the same as the Simeon mentioned in 

Jewish histories, he would have only been 30, 40, or maybe 50 years old at this 

point. 

 When Simeon says to God that he is ready to die, it doesn’t necessarily mean 

that he is old, but rather that he is at peace. He has reached the summit of all his 

hopes and wishes. God’s Word has been fulfilled. God kept His promise! He did 

what He said He would do. Simeon has seen the Messiah according to the promise 

God gave him, and he rejoiced in this and praised God. Now Simeon can die in 

peace, according to the Word of the Lord. 

 In verse 30 that Simeon says, “Mine eyes have seen thy salvation.” The eyes 

of Simeon’s mind had long been fixed on the Messiah promised by God. But now, 



with eyes of flesh, he sees the Messiah, the God Man, Christ incarnate. With eyes 

of flesh Simeon looks upon God in the flesh. 

 Next, Simeon rejoices in the salvation God has provided (v. 31-32). Why is 

Simeon rejoicing? Not because he is holding a baby, but because this baby is the 

Messiah, the one who will provide salvation, the one through whom sinful man can 

have peace with the Holy God. It is not the manger that is the focus of Simeon’s 

rejoicing, it is the cross.  

 Simeon said in verse 31 that God’ salvation was “prepared before the face of 

all people.” Salvation was prepared by God. God didn’t stumble into this. This 

wasn’t plan B for God. God isn’t figuring this out on the fly. Jesus Christ coming 

as a man to die for our sins upon the cross was the salvation God had prepared. 

 It is “before … all people.” Jesus isn’t just a Savior for the Jewish people. In 

Jesus the Promise God made to Abraham in Genesis 12:3 is kept: “In thee shall all 

nations of the earth be blessed.” Jesus is revealed as the Savior of the world. 

 Simeon goes on in verse 32 and says, “A light to lighten the Gentiles.” The 

ministry of Jesus Christ, the Messiah sent from God, was not just for the Jewish 

people. Up to this point it was the Jewish people who had received the promises of 

God and the written revelation of God’s will, but Jesus would bring the light of 

revelation to the Gentiles. 

 At the end of verse 32 Simeon calls Jesus: “the glory of Israel.” The 

Israelites were blessed by God above all other people on the earth. They had God’s 



blessings. They had God’s promises. They had God’s revelation. But none of these 

things were the glory of Israel. 

 The glory of Israel was the promised Messiah. Not a political champion. Not 

a conquering general. But a Savior sent to save his people from their sins (Matthew 

1:21). 

 If this was all the record we had from Simeon, it would be incredible. But 

there is even further testimony from Simeon in this passage.  

 In verse 33 we see how Mary and Joseph responded to Simeon’s blessing: 

“And Joseph and his mother marveled at those things which were spoken of him.” 

They marveled. All they had seen of angels, dreams of angels, shepherds finding 

them in Bethlehem and telling them of the heavenly hosts proclaiming the birth of 

Christ: these wonders had not calloused them to the revelation of God. When new 

light of revelation was given to them through the blessing of Simeon, they 

marveled. 

 We see a pattern throughout Scripture, that those who marvel at the 

revelation God gives them are given more revelation by God. We see that pattern 

here with Mary and Joseph. Simeon will go on to bless them and speak to Mary in 

particular. 

III. Simeon’s Words to Mary 



 Simeon speaks prophetically to Mary about the ministry of Jesus. Simeon’s 

prophecy contains four parts. First, Simeon said “The child is set for the fall and 

rising again of many in Israel.” Jesus Christ, the crucified Messiah, was a 

stumbling block to the Jews (I Corinthians 1:23).  This was not the messiah the 

masses longed to see. The thought that the Messiah, the consolation of Israel, their 

Savior, would speak against their religious system offended them. The thought that 

He would die on a cross was unthinkable. To accept Jesus as Messiah would 

require the Jews to fall from their lofty heights of self-righteousness and 

acknowledge that they needed a savior to deliver them from sin. 

 The apostle Peter wrote in I Peter 2:7b-8, “But unto them which be 

disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of 

the corner, And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense, even to them which 

stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.” For 

some, Christ would be a stumbling block. 

 Yet this same Jesus, who would cause the fall of many in Israel, would also 

raise many again. Those who are humble by Christ, those who lose all confidence 

in themselves, those who trust in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ: 

they will be exalted by Christ. 

 In I Peter 2:7a, the same passage we read from just a moment ago where 

Christ was revealed to be a stone of stumbling to those who reject Him, Peter also 

wrote to believers: “Unto you therefore which believe, he is precious.”  



 Consider the example of Saul on the road to Damascus. He fell before 

Christ, cast down by Him. Yet He rose again, in faith and obedience. 

 Second, Simeon said, “The child is … a sign which shall be spoken against.” 

The very presence of Jesus Christ, God-in-flesh, on the earth was a tremendous 

rebuke to sin and ungodliness.  

 How bad is sin? It is worse than we have capacity to understand. It is so bad 

that the only one who could pay the price for sin was God Himself.  

 Why was Jesus born? Not to show us an example of a good life. Not to be 

the supreme example of love. Not to have a teaching and preaching ministry. Not 

to do miracles. He came to to fulfill the law and lay his life down on the cross for 

our sins. The issue was sin! Christ’s presence on the earth in human for was a 

rebuke of sin. 

 As such, Jesus brought out the the bitter animosity of the human heart. Not 

everyone was like for a Simeon. Very few Jews in Jesus day were looking for a 

savior from sin. Jesus Christ would know the sting of rejection and hatred. Simeon 

warned Mary that Jesus would be spoke against. 

 Third, Simeon prophesied Mary’s pain. On one hand, Mary was, as the angel 

said in Luke 1:28, “highly blessed and favored.” She was the mother of the 

Messiah. She bore the Savior of the World. She spent 33 years with the Lord here 

on earth, more than anyone else. 



 Yet Mary would also experience great pain as the mother of Jesus. This pain 

would reach it’s greatest intensity at the cross, where Mary stood and watched as 

Jesus died. Matthew Henry writes, “When he was abused, it was a sword in her 

bones. When she stood by his cross, and saw him dying, we may well think her 

inward grief was such that it might truly be said, A sword pierced through her soul, 

it cut her to the heart.”  1

 Finally, Simeon said the child would reveal the thoughts of many hearts. 

Jesus Christ would lay bare the self-righteous hearts of the Pharisees. He would 

reveal the corrupt and greedy hearts of the Sadducees. He would expose the 

worthless philosophy of the Gentiles. But as His life burned, like a torch casting its 

light into the dark corners of men’s hearts, there were some who truly understood 

themselves for the first time. They saw their sin, they recognized Christ’s 

righteousness, and they turned to Jesus Christ. They forsook their sin and trusted in 

Christ. 

 Peter left his nets and followed Christ. Matthew left his table where he 

collected taxes and followed Christ. Zaccheaus climbed down from his tree, made 

restitution, and followed Christ. The Samaritan woman left her water jug at the 

well and went and told her neighbors that she had met the Messiah. And we could 

go on and on down through the ages to you and I this morning. How we react to 

Jesus Christ reveals the inward motives and affections of our hearts. 

 Matthew Henry’s Commentary1



 The biblical account of Christ’s birth is incredible. It has angels and villains. 

Shepherds and wise men. Treasure and heavenly signs. Court intrigue and visions. 

But all these things are not the Gospel.  

 Rather, the details the Bible gives us are to draw our attention to the focus of 

it all, the baby Jesus. As we consider the birth of Christ, that God came to earth as 

a man, may we, by the grace of God, see what Simeon saw and offer the same 

praise to God that he offered: “Mine eyes have seen thy salvation.”


