
Living in View of the End 

I Peter 4:7-11 

“But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer. 

And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover 

the multitude of sins. Use hospitality one to another without grudging. As every 

man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good 

stewards of the manifold grace of God. If any man speak, let him speak as the 

oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God 

giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be 

praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” 

 The major theme of I Peter is the Christian and suffering. In the first six 

verses of chapter 4 Peter taught us how to triumph over sin as we identify with the 

suffering and death of Jesus Christ. Beginning in verse 7 Peter brings out another 

facet of suffering: triumphant suffering through the second coming of Jesus Christ. 

He begins this section with instructions on how to live in light of the Lord’s 

imminent return. 

 This passage reminds us of the imminent end, then gives us imperative 

application, and finally points us to ultimate glory. God wants us to live in view of 

the return of Christ. 



I. The Imminent End  

 Verse 7 begins with the words, “The end of all things.” What is this talking 

about? First, let’s look at this word “end.” Strong’s Dictionary defines this word as: 

“The point aimed at as a limit, the conclusion of an act or state, the result.” What is 

the point aimed at? What will be the conclusion of this age, the church age? What 

is the result, the goal, the end we look for and expect any moment? 

 The return of Christ. His second coming. This is the “end of all things.” The 

world is not spinning out of control. The world is moving toward an end, the end of 

all things: the return of Christ. 

 Christ’s return is imminent. Imminent simply means that it could happen at 

any moment. Verse 7 says, “The end of all things is at hand.”  

 There are some people who use language like this to put fear into the hearts 

of others. I read an article just the other day that said with more and more nations 

acquiring nuclear weapons, it will only be a matter of time before there is a conflict 

or an accident that results in a  nuclear war. Such a war that would destroy the 

earth. What the author of this article was really trying to say was, “The end of all 

things is at hand.” His hope was that, motivated by fear, we would stop the 

proliferation of nuclear weapons. 



 People who are very concerned about climate change use this language as 

well. I read an article a while ago, I believe it was originally printed in National 

Geographic back in the late 70s or early 80s, that warned of the possibility of a 

new ice age.  More recently, we have had members of Congress warn us that the 1

earth is dramatically warming and that we must take severe action to keep the earth 

from being destroyed. What these people are really saying is, “The end of all things 

is at hand.” Their hope is that, motivated by fear, we will change what they see as 

the drivers behind these problems.  

 However, when Peter uses this language to address Christians, he is not 

appealing to fear. He is appealing to hope. As Christians, we don’t fear the end of 

all things. Rather, we look for the end of all things. The end of all things is the 

return of Christ. We look forward to His return. We long for His return. Creation 

groans under the curse of sin. We long for Christ to return. 

 Peter, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, is emphasizing triumphed 

suffering through the return of Christ. Earlier in chapter 4 Peter taught about 

triumphed suffering through the death of Christ. Now he emphasizes triumphed 

suffering though the imminent return of Christ. 

 Peter springboards from this great statement of the Christian’s hope, that the 

end of all things is at hand, that the Lord’s return is imminent, he springboards 
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from this into our responsibility in light of this wonderful truth. Peter has reminded 

us of the imminent end, next he gives us the imperative application.  

II. The Imperative Application 

 The second part of verse 7 says, “Be ye therefore sober, and watch unto 

prayer.” First, consider this word “sober.” What does it mean to be “sober?” 

Strong's says that this word means, “To be of sound mind, sane, moderate.” What 

is the opposite of sober? If we are not sober, what are we? Drunk? Inebriated? 

Intoxicated? Stupefied? 

 I’m not talking about alcohol.  I’m talking about spiritual warfare. We live in 

the midst of a battlefield. The battle doesn’t stop if we decide to live in a stupefied 

state: drunk on the lusts of the flesh. The battle rages on all around and even within 

us. We must heed the warning of Paul in Romans 13:11, “. . . knowing the time, 

that now it is high time to awake out of sleep. . .” 

 The stakes are high. As the first part of verse 7 tells us, the “end of all things 

is at hand.” There will be no second chances. There will not be a second age of 

grace. We cannot afford the leisure of living in a stupefied state. We cannot afford 

shallow Bible study. We cannot afford a flippant attitude toward spiritual matters. 

We cannot afford spiritual apathy. 



 We must guard against the attitude that says, “You be spiritually sober, and 

I’ll just tag along with you.” That’s not how spiritual sobriety works. There are no 

designated spiritual drivers in the church. Your pastor can’t be spiritually sober for 

you. Your Sunday school teacher can’t be spiritually sober for you. No one can be 

spiritually sober for you. If you are a Christian, you are under command as an 

individual to be sober. 

 We must be “sober,” serious minded. Sober because the end of all things is 

at hand. Sober because the stakes are high. But being sober is not enough. Verse 7 

goes on to talk about prayer. 

 Verse 7 says, “Watch unto prayer.” It is interesting, the word translated here 

as “watch” is another word for “sober.” The battle we face is a spiritual battle. 

Ephesians 6:12 tells us that the enemy we face is principalities and powers, rulers 

of the darkness of this world, and spiritual wickedness in high places. We have no 

resources within ourselves sufficient fight and win this battle. 

 What are we to do? We are at the end of ourselves. We are in over our heads. 

What can we do? What must we do? 

 This verse tells us: “Watch unto prayer.” As we consider the great 

wickedness of the world, we should be driven to our knees in prayer. As we 

consider the great wickedness in the lusts of our flesh, we should be driven to our 

knees in prayer. As we consider the high stakes and the seriousness of the battle at 

hand, we should be driven to our knees in prayer. As we consider the time, that the 



end of all things is at hand, the imminent return of our Lord, we should be driven 

to our knees in prayer. 

 The first imperative application is: “Be sober, and watch unto prayer.” The 

hope of Christ’s coming should make us sober and serious about spiritual matters. 

 Next, we see in verse 8, “Above all things have fervent charity among 

yourselves.” Look at those first three words: “Above all things.” There are many 

things that get in the way of charity, or love, within a church body. This verse is 

talking about agape love. Selfless, self-sacrificing love. A love that puts others 

before ourselves. A love that leads you to lay down your life for others. 

 Sometimes our opinions get in the way of love. Opinions about non-essential 

points of doctrine. Opinions about the forms of church life. Sometimes it is 

opinions about silly things like the color of the walls or carpet. 

 Sometimes our feelings get in the way of love. Maybe someone hurt us by 

accident. They said or did something that hurt us emotionally. They might not even 

be aware that they hurt us. But those feelings can color our view of them and keep 

us from loving them as we are called to love them 

 It could be that they someone purposefully hurt us. They said or did 

something that they knew would hurt us. They might never ask for forgiveness, but 

we are called to look past the hurt done to us and love, love fervently, the body of 

Christ. Don’t let anything get in the way of this love. 



 Paul closes out I Corinthians 13, the love chapter, with these words, “And 

now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.” 

We are called to love “above all things.” 

 We are to love “fervently.” I’ve read that this word is used to speak of 

runners who stretch and strain and push themselves to their absolute limit to cross 

the finish line.  We are not called to love the body of Christ conveniently. When it 2

is easy. When it fits into our schedule and our plan for our lives. 

 We are not called to love the body of Christ dispassionately. In an 

unemotional, calculated way. In a way that is more of an academic exercise than a 

work of God’s grace in our lives. 

 We are not called to love the body of Christ flippantly. Maybe committed 

today, but lax tomorrow. 

 We are called to love the body of Christ fervently. Push yourself to love the 

body of Christ. Stretch and strain in your love for the body of Christ. Seek out the 

absolute limit of your endurance, and by the grace of God, push even further in 

your love for the body of Christ. Love each other fervently. 

 The end of verse 8 lists one of the many benefits of fervent charity: “For 

charity shall cover the multitude of sins.” Don’t make the wrong application here. 

This verse is not teaching us about salvation. Love can’t save you. There is only 

one way for your sins to be covered before God and that is by the blood of Jesus 
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Christ. The doctrine of salvation is made manifestly clear from other passages of 

Scripture. This verse is not talking about salvation. 

 This verse is also not an excuse for a lack of church discipline. If there is a 

member of the church body who is deeply intrenched in sin and it is known, the 

church cannot say, “We are overlooking this sin because we love this brother.”  

 That’s not love, that’s the opposite of love. That’s malice. If your brother is 

wounded or bound or blind, and you don’t seek to help him, that’s not love. That’s 

cruelty. 

 There are many, many passages in the New Testament that speak to this 

issue of church discipline. I Corinthians 5 is an excellent example. If you are 

interested in this issue of church discipline, look at some of these other passages. 

Don’t look to this passage for an excuse to avoid church discipline. We must be 

careful that we don’t draw the wrong application from this text. 

 The end of verse 8 is actually a quote from Proverbs 10:12, “Hatred stirreth 

up strifes: but love covereth all sins.” This is relational wisdom. If we love each 

other within the body of Christ with agape love, with the love Christ shows us, it 

will change the way we interact with each other. We will be inclined to forgive and 

forget offenses against us. Once sin is biblically dealt with, we will not dredge it up 

again and again as a way to put down each other. We will be caring and 

compassionate toward the spiritually weak within the body. We will not attack, but 



rather nurture and protect each other. In relationships, love covers a multitude of 

sins. 

 The first imperative application from this text is: “Be sober, and watch unto 

prayer.” The second: “Above all things have fervent charity among yourselves.” 

The third is seen in verse 9. 

 Verse 9 says, “Use hospitality one to another without grudging.” We live in 

such a prosperous time that many us have not experienced desperate need for the 

basic necessities of life. Such was not the case for the original recipients of this 

letter from Peter. Often the Christians were among the very poorest people. These 

Christians were also facing persecution. Earlier in I Peter it is implied that many of 

them had been driven from their homelands. Undoubtedly their faith had cost many 

of them their property and possessions. Peter instructs those Christians who have 

resources to help provide for others who are in need. 

 Showing hospitality is a great privilege and it brings with it great blessings. 

Hebrews 13:2 says, “Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have 

entertained angels unawares.” Jesus taught in Matthew 25 that any kindness shown 

to a child of God is accounted as kindness shown to God Himself. In Luke 

14:12-14 Jesus taught that we should show hospitality to those who cannot repay 

us.  

 Our text says that we are to practice this hospitality “without grudging.” 

That is, without grumbling or murmuring. Have you ever had someone give you a 



gift, but you could tell that they were not happy about it. Maybe you have seen a 

child do this at a birthday party. They went to a store and picked out a gift, but they 

don’t really want to give it away. They are showing hospitality, but grudgingly. 

Don’t be that kind of giver. II Corinthians 9:7 says, “God loveth a cheerful giver.” 

When we show hospitality, we must do so freely, cheerfully, and without complaint 

or grumbling. 

 The first imperative application is: “Be sober, and watch unto prayer.” The 

second: “Above all things have fervent charity among yourselves.” The third: “Use 

hospitality one to another without grudging.” The fourth is seen in verse 10. 

 In verse 10 we are told: “Minister . . . one to another.” Verse 10 begins with 

the words, “As every man hath received the gift.” It is clear from the instruction 

that follows in verses 10 and 11 that the gift in question is to be used for ministry 

within the church body. So the gifts spoken of here must be spiritual gifts. A 

spiritual gift is a supernatural ability bestowed upon believers by the Holy Spirit 

for the purpose of ministry. 

 A spiritual gift is not something that can be pursued. You can’t just decide 

one day that you want the spiritual gift of prophecy and then work on becoming a 

prophet. Spiritual gifts are given by God, not pursued until attained by men. 

 A spiritual gift is not an ability that can be taught. There are myriads of 

people and books out there that claim to be able to teach you spiritual gifts. One 

spiritual gift that is often supposably “taught” is speaking in tongues. Such a claim 



is a biblical contradiction. Either you cannot teach it, or it is not the biblical gift of 

tongues. You can’t have your cake here and eat it too. 

 A spiritual gift is not something that can be earned. It is freely given by God 

to the Christian through the Holy Spirit. If we needed to earn our spiritual gifts we 

would be in an awful mess, because the church would never be equipped for 

spiritual ministry. 

 Every Christian has a spiritual gift and God intends for us to use them. 

Spiritual gifts are to be used to minister one to another.  

 Spiritual gifts are a stewardship from God. The end of verse 10 says that we 

are to use our gifts in ministry as “good stewards of the manifold grace of God.” 

They are not ours. We didn’t conjure them up. They don’t belong to us. They were 

entrusted to us by God. 

 Spiritual gifts must not be used for selfish gain, but for the glory of God and 

the good of the church. Spiritual gifts are not given to us to benefit us. They are 

given to us so that we might be contributing members of the body of Christ. We are 

not to be terminals of God’s gifts, where God gives us the gift and we never do 

anything with it. Rather, we are to be channels of God’s gifts, where God gives us 

the gift and we use it to bless others. 

 Here is a question people often ask: “How do I know what my spiritual gift 

is?” First, go and study what the Bible teaches about spiritual gifts. A good place to 

start would be the lists of spiritual gifts in Romans 12 and I Corinthians 12. Don’t 



just read these passages, but really study them. Figure out what each gift is and 

how it would look when used to minister to the body. 

 Second, pray. Ask God to give you wisdom in this area. Say, “Lord, I want 

to know what area I am spiritually gifted in that I might be a ministering member 

of the body of Christ.” James 1:5 says, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 

God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” 

This is certainly an area that we can ask God to give us wisdom in.  

 But heed the warning that is given in the next few verses, James 1:6-8, “But 

let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the 

sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive 

any thing of the Lord. A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.” Don’t ask 

God for wisdom in this area unless you are serious about using what He gives you. 

God will hold you accountable for the revelation you have been given. 

 Finally, once you have studied spiritual gifts from the Word of God and have 

prayed and asked God to give you wisdom in this area, go and get involved in 

ministry. Don’t worry about your gift as if you are limited to serving God only in 

the area where you are gifted. Rather, look for opportunities to minister and you 

will find that God will use your spiritual gift to help you in those ministry 

opportunities. A spiritual gift doesn’t narrow your opportunities ministry. Rather, a 

spiritual gift helps you be effective as you seek to serve God in the local church 

body.  



 In verse 11, Peter seems to divide spiritual gifts into two categories: 

speaking gifts and serving gifts and he gives some short instruction for the use of 

each. In verse 11 Peter begins by saying, “If any man speak, let Him speak as the 

oracles of God.” You may be the most spiritually gifted speaker in the history of 

the church. But that does not give you liberty to be creative with what you teach or 

preach. Every time this word “oracles” is used in the Bible, it is talking about 

Scripture. If you are gifted as a teacher or a preacher, you must teach and preach 

the truth of the Word of God. 

 Peter goes on to say in verse 11, “If any man minister, let him do it as of the 

ability which God giveth.” You might be very gifted in some area of service. As 

you serve God, do so with the recognition that the strength and ability for that 

ministry comes from God. Spiritual gifts are never to be used to exalt self, but to 

glorify God and serve others. 

 Peter began this passage in verse 7 by reminding us of the imminent end. 

Next, Peter gave us the imperative application. This text ends in verse 11 with 

Peter reminding us of the ultimate glory.  

III. The Ultimate Glory 

 Verse 11 ends with these words, “That God in all things may be glorified 

through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” 



Matthew Henry’s Commentary has this note, “In all the duties and services of life 

we should aim at the glory of God as our chief end; all other views must be 

subservient to this.”  

 Verse 11 says, “That God . . .  may be glorified.” This is not a “may be” 

statement like we use the word “maybe.” Maybe this or that will happen. We don’t 

really know, but maybe. Not so with God’s glory. God will be glorified. 

 God will be glorified: “in all things.” Not some things. Not just what we 

would call “good” things. God is glorified in all things. 

 How will God be glorified in all things? “Through Jesus Christ.” Nothing we 

do could bring glory to God apart from Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the Mediator 

between God and man. As the only way to the Father, it is through Christ that God 

is glorified by our actions as Christians. 

 Verse 11 ends with the words: “To whom be glory forever and ever. Amen” 

God’s glory is eternal. And here Jesus Christ is recognized as an eternal member of 

the Godhead. 

 Peter began this passage in verse 7 by reminding us of the imminent end. 

The end of all things is at hand. The Lord’s return is imminent. For the Christian, 

this is not a fearful thing, but a source of great hope and joy.  

 Next Peter gave us the imperative application. In light of the imminent end, 

here are some things we must do: Be sober, and watch unto prayer, above all things 



have fervent charity among yourselves, use hospitality one to another without 

grudging, and minister one to another. 

 This text ends in verse 11 with Peter reminding us of the ultimate glory. All 

that we do, we do for the glory of God. This is possible only through the Mediator 

between God and man, Jesus Christ. 

 Are you ready for the Lord’s return? There is only one way to be ready. You 

must be in Christ. If you are not a Christian, don’t presume upon the grace of God 

any longer. Don’t wait until tomorrow to call upon the name of Jesus Christ for 

salvation. Tomorrow is not guaranteed. Turn from your sin and call upon the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Jesus said in John 6:37, “All that . . . come to me . . . I will in no wise 

cast out.” 

 If you are a Christian, are you living in view of the end? Are you living in 

light of the imminent return of Jesus Christ? We can’t afford to play church. The 

stakes are too high for us to ignore the instructions the Holy Spirit gives us in these 

verses.


