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Volume  41,  No.10,  March  10  ,  2015  /  Southside  Baptist  Church  &
Christian School / P.O. Box 1594 / 1028 South Water Avenue, Gallatin, TN 37066 (615) 452-5951 / The
Grow in Grace Newsletter is a weekly Bible Study, plus local church news notes— designed first and
foremost for members and those attending services at Southside Church. It is sent forth with the desire
to aid one and all, (including friends far and wide), in the experience of 2 Peter 3:18.  ”But grow in
grace, and in the knowledge of our LORD and Saviour JESUS CHRIST. To Him be glory both
now and forever. Amen.”  

IN PREPARATION for the LORD’S SUPPER— Reasons Jesus
Came to Die!

This Sunday, March 15, during our morning worship hour we come
again to a time of sacred Worship, a time of THANKSGIVING for
Jesus being our Sinless, Substitutionary Sacrifice, our LORD and
Saviour!  To help prepare our hearts, this Grow in Grace article, (a few
paragraphs down),  draws from  John Piper’s book, Fifty Reasons Why
Jesus Came to Die.

WHY  DID  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT  CHRISTIANS  not  need  religious  and
secular entertainment to draw and to keep them loyal to Jesus Christ? The
earliest converts to Christ had been boldly confronted with the reality that
they had by wicked hands crucified and slain JESUS CHRIST! Crushed and
stabbed to the heart by Holy Spirit conviction of sin they repented, were
born  of  God,  and  continued  steadfastly  in  worship,  the  Word  of  God,
prayer, the LORD’S Supper; and by the time persecution came they all
scattered preaching the gospel! (Acts 2:23-47; 4:23-33; 8:4) 

Genuine Christians, full of the Holy Spirit, do not desire or need
enticement or entertainment. O HOW FAR WE HAVE FALLEN!  
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The ‘falling’ starts when multitudes are in the pews and pulpits of the
land who got religion but missed Christ because they missed the starting
gate, namely: CONVICTION OF SIN, (John 16:7-11); followed by repentance
and faith, all graciously from God, (Acts 11:18; Ephesians 2:1-10), which
brings about NEW CREATIONS in Christ!

Christian worship is a response of praise, submission, and obedience to
the Great Triune God Himself! He reveals in the Bible how to worship Him
in ‘spirit and in truth.’ Therefore, as we receive the following Scriptures,
the Holy Spirit will move us to worship, praise, and give thanks to God for
SO  GREAT  SALVATION.  As  we  do,  we  shall  more  and  more  be
TRANSFORMED into His likeness! 

JESUS CAME TO EARTH AND LIVED AND DIED SO AS TO,

PROPITIATE (absorb/satisfy) the just and righteous Wrath of God:
“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse
for  us:  for  it  is  written,  Cursed is  every one that  hangeth on a  tree.”
(Galatians 3:13)   “[JESUS] Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of
sins  that  are  past,  through  the  forbearance  of  God.”  (Romans  3:25)
“Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His
Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”  (1 John 4:10)

PLEASE His Heavenly Father: “Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him;
He hath put Him to grief:..” (Isaiah 53:10a)  “… Christ also hath loved us,
and hath given Himself for us an offering and  a sacrifice to God for a
sweet smelling savour.”  [a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God] (Eph.
5:2) 

LEARN OBEDIENCE and be Perfected:  “Though He were a Son, yet
learned He obedience by the things which He suffered.” (Hebrews 5:8)
“For it became Him, [It was fitting that He] for whom are all things, and by
whom are  all  things,  in  bringing  many  sons  unto  glory,  to  make  the
captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.” (Hebrews 2:10)

ACHIEVE His Own Resurrection from the Dead:  “Now the God of
peace,  that  brought  again  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jesus,  that  Great
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Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,
Make you perfect in every good work to do His will, working in you that
which is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory
forever and ever.  Amen.” (Hebrews 13:20-21) 

SHOW THE WEALTH of  God’s  Love  and  Grace  for  Sinners:  “For
scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure [perhaps] for a
good man some would even dare to die. But God commendeth [shows,
proves] His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us.” (Romans 5:7-8) “For God so loved the world, that He gave his only
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”
(John 3:16, ESV)  “In whom we have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.” (Ephesians 1:7) 

SHOW HIS OWN LOVE for Us: “Christ hath loved us and gave Himself
up  for  us,  a  fragrant  offering  and  sacrifice  to  God.”   (Ephesians  5:2)
“Christ loved the church and hath given Himself for us an offering and
sacrifice to God...” (Ephesians 5:25)  “[He] loved me and gave Himself for
me.” (Galatians 2:20) 

CANCEL THE LEGAL DEMANDS of the Law Against Us:  “And you,
being dead in your sins… hath He quickened [made alive] together with
Him, having forgiven you all trespasses; Blotting out the handwriting of
ordinances that was against us [canceling the record of debt that stood
against us with its legal demands], which was contrary to us, and took it
out of the way [set it aside], nailing it to His cross.” (Colossians 2:13-14) 

BECOME A RANSOM for Many: “The Son of Man came not to be served
but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45)

PROVIDE FORGIVENESS of  our  Sins:  “In  Him  we  have  redemption
through His  blood,  the  forgiveness  of  our  trespasses.”  (Ephesians 1:7)
“This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sins.” (Matthew 26:28) 

PROVIDE  THE  BASIS  for  our  Justification:  “We  have  now  been
justified by His blood.” (Romans 5:9)  “[We] are justified by His grace as a
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 3:24)  “We
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hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.” (Romans
3:28) 
COMPLETE  THE  OBEDIENCE  that  becomes  our  Righteousness:
“Being found in human form, He humbled himself by becoming obedient
to the point of death, even death on a cross.” (Philippians 2:8)  “For as by
the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one
man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.” (Romans 5:19) “For
our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might
become the righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:21 “…not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes
through faith in Christ.” (Phil. 3:9)

TAKE AWAY our Condemnation:  “Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is
the one who died— more than that, Who was raised— Who is at the right
hand of God, Who indeed is interceding for us.” (Romans 8:34) 

ABOLISH ALL RITUALS as the Basic of Salvation: “But if I, brothers,
still  preach circumcision… the offense of the cross has been removed.”
(Galatians 5:11)  “It is those who want to make a good showing in the
flesh who would force you to be circumcised, and only in order that they
may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.” (Galatians 6:12) 

BRING US TO FAITH and Keep Us Faithful:  This is My blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many. (Mark 14:24)  I will make with
them an  everlasting  covenant…And  I  will  put  the  fear  of  Me  in  their
hearts, that they may not turn from Me. (Jeremiah 32:40)

MAKE US HOLY, Blameless, and Perfect:  For by a single offering He
has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified. (Hebrews 10:14)
He has now reconciled (you) in His body of flesh by his death, in order to
present  you  holy  and  blameless  and  above  reproach  before  him.
(Colossians 1:22)  Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new
lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has
been sacrificed. (1 Cor. 5:7) 

GIVE US A CLEAR CONSCIENCE:  How much  more  will  the  blood  of
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to
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God,  purify  our  conscience  from dead  works  to  serve  the  living  God.
(Hebrews 9:14) 

OBTAIN FOR US All Things that are Good for Us:  He who did not
spare his own Son but gave Him up for us all, how will He not also with
Him graciously give us all things? (Rom. 8:32) 

GIVE US PEACE and healing:  Upon Him was  the  chastisement  that
brought us peace, and with His stripes we are healed. (Isaiah 53:5) (He)
healed  all  who  were  sick.  This  was  to  fulfill  what  was  spoken  by  the
prophet Isaiah: “He took our illnesses and bore our diseases.” (Matthew
8:16-17)

GIVE ETERNAL LIFE to All who Believe on Him: For God so loved the
world, that He gave his only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

REONCILE US to God: For if while we were enemies we were reconciled
to God by the death of His Son, much more, now that we are reconciled,
shall we be saved by His life. (Romans 5:10) 

GIVE  US  CONFIDENT  ACCESS  to  the  Holiest  Place:  We  have
confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus. (Heb. 10:19)

BECOME  OUR  HIGH  PRIEST,  WE  NEED  NO  OTHER:  The  former
priests…were prevented by death from continuing on office, but He holds
His priesthood permanently, because He continues forever. Consequently,
He is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through
Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them… He has no
need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for His own sins
and then for those of the people, since He did this once for all when He
offered up Himself. (Hebrews 7:23-27)  

For Christ has entered… into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence
of God on our behalf. Nor was it to offer Himself repeatedly, as the high
priest enters the holy places every year with blood not his own, for then
He would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. 
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But as it is, He has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to
put  away  sin  by  the  sacrifice  of  Himself.  (Heb.  9:24-26)  Every  priest
stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which
can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single
sacrifice for sins, He sat down at the right hand of God. (Heb. 10:11-12)

JESUS BECAME and is a Sympathetic and Helpful Priest: For we do
not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weakness,
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without
sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. (Heb. 15-16) 

FREE US FROM the Slavery of Sin: To Him who loves us and has freed
us from our sins by His blood and made us a kingdom, priests to his God
and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Rev. 1:5-6
Jesus  also  suffered  outside  the  gate  in  order  to  sanctify  the  people
through His own blood. (Heb. 13:12)

EMPOWER US TO Die to Sin and Live to Righteousness: He himself
bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness.             (1 Peter 2:24) 

ENABLE US to Live for Christ and Not Ourselves: He died for all, that
those who live might no longer live for themselves but for Him, who for
their sake died and was raised. (2 Corinthians 5:15) 

MAKE HIS CROSS the Ground of All Our Boasting: Far be it from me
to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world
has been crucified to me, and I to the world. (Galatians 6:14)

ENABLE US TO Live by Faith in Him: I have been crucified with Christ.
It is no longer I who live, bur Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live
in the flesh I  live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself for me. (Galatians 2:20) 
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GIVE MARRIAGE Its Deepest Meaning: Husbands, love your wives, as
Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her. (Ephesians 5:25)

CREATE A PEOPLE Passionate for Good Works: (He) gave himself for
us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for Himself a people for
His own possession who are zealous for good works. (Titus 2:14) 

CALL US TO FOLLOW His Example of Lowliness and Costly Love:
This is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrow while
suffering unjustly… For to this you have been called, because Christ also
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in His
steps. (1 Peter 2:19-21)  

Consider Him who endured from sinners such hostility against Himself, so
that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. In your struggle against sin
you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. (Heb. 12:3-
4)   

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who,
though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing
to be grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the form of a servant,
being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, He
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death
on a cross. (Phil. 2:5-8)

CREATE A CHURCH of Crucified Followers: If anyone would come after
Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow Me. Luke
9:23.  Whoever does not take his cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me.
(Matthew 10:38) 

May  grace  abound  to  one  and  all!    /    James  Bell    /
www.southsidegallatin.org

SOUTHSIDE NEWS NOTES: 
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TUESDAYS: Come and sing every Tuesday night at Gallatin Health Care
nursing home. Meet at the front door at 5:30PM. Questions call Bradley
Pennington at 615-804-3054.

**  WEDNESDAYS: PRAYER  SERVICE  at  7:00PM; Come  in  side
entrance, iron steps… meet in Ladies Sunday School Room

** NOTE: Jody Allen is ministering to  young Children, up to about age
10 during Prayer Service. Older children, but not old enough for the Youth
Group…  will  be  with  their  parents  in  the  Prayer  Service.  YOUTH
GROUP:  this  Wednesday,  March  11  @  6:30pm at
David and Claudette Hulme’s home!

 LADIES  BIBLE  STUDY—  March  12,  11:00am,  The  Life  of
David!  –  1  Samuel  18  -  Cindy Bell,  teaching.  {Meet  in  Ladies  Sunday
School Room: Come in FRONT doors of the church auditorium or the SIDE
door at the top of the IRON STEPS!}

*  EVERY  SATURDAY  MORNING @  8am:  Men’s  Fellowship/Bible
Study! {Study in 1 Thessalonians}… Come to back of Church building…
Come in under the drive-thru awning… walk forward… till you smell the
coffee!

SUNDAY, MARCH 15:

1. 9:30am – Sunday School

2. 10:45am – Worship Service and LORD’S SUPPER

No noon meal or Afternoon Service

Sunday  Evening  HOME  FELLOWSHIP/BIBLE  STUDY  GROUPS—
locations announced Sunday Morning.

SUNDAYS— MARCH 22, 29 

1. 9:30am Sunday School  
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2. 10:45am Worship Service

3. Noon— Fellowship, Covered-dish lunch 

4. 1:00pm— Early afternoon worship service


